
  
• UTHealth  Houston  •

 

h o n o r i n g  t h e  g r a d u at e s  o f

UTHealth Houston School of Dentistry

UTHealth School of Public Health
Houston  I  Austin  I  Brownsville  I  Dallas  I  El Paso  I  San Antonio

Cizik School of Nursing at UTHealth Houston

Join the UTHealth Houston Alumni Community
utheal thhoustonalumni .org

u
th

ea
lt

h
 h

o
u

st
o

n
 c

o
m

m
en

c
em

en
t 

c
er

em
o

n
y 

 |  
 m

ay
 1

4
th

 2
0

2
2

2022 
c o m m e n c e m e n t c e r e m o n y



honors our graduates at today’s  commencement ceremony

Saturday, May 14, 2022 
ten o’clock in the morning

Minute Maid Park 
501  crawford street • houston, texas 77002

as they receive degrees from

UTHealth Houston School of Dentistry

UTHealth School of Public Health 
Houston  I  Austin  I  Brownsville  I  Dallas  I  El Paso  I  San Antonio

Cizik School of Nursing at UTHealth Houston

• UTHealth  Houston •



L E A D E RSHIP

the history of 

U T H E A LT H H O USTO N
Established in 1972 by The University of Texas System Board of Regents,  
UTHealth Houston is Texas’ resource for health care education, innovation,  
scientific discovery, and excellence in patient care. 

As a comprehensive health science university, the mission of UTHealth Houston  
is to educate health science professionals, discover and translate advances  
in the biomedical and social sciences, and model the best practices in clinical care 
and public health.

We pursue this mission in order to advance the quality of human life  
by enhancing the diagnosis, treatment, and prevention of disease and injury,  
as well as promoting individual health and community well-being.

One of the nation's most comprehensive academic health science centers, 

UTHealth Houston is home to six schools:

Jane and Robert Cizik School of Nursing at UTHealth Houston

John P. and Kathrine G. McGovern Medical School at UTHealth Houston

The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center UTHealth  
Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences

UTHealth Houston School of Biomedical Informatics

UTHealth Houston School of Dentistry

UTHealth School of Public Health

  

u t h e a lt h h o u s to n

Giuseppe N. Colasurdo, MD
President

Kevin Dillon, MBA, CPA
Senior Executive Vice President, Chief Operating Officer

Michael Blackburn, PhD
Executive Vice President, Chief Academic Officer

LaTanya Love, MD
Executive Vice President, Student Affairs and Diversity

u t h e a lt h h o u s to n s c h o o l s

Richard J. Andrassy, MD
Executive Dean ad interim, McGovern Medical School  

at UTHealth Houston

Michael Blackburn, PhD
Dean, MD Anderson Cancer Center UTHealth Graduate School  

of Biomedical Sciences 

Eric Boerwinkle, PhD
Dean, UTHealth School of Public Health

Diane M. Santa Maria, DrPH, RN
Dean, Cizik School of Nursing at UTHealth Houston

John A. Valenza, DDS
Dean, UTHealth Houston School of Dentistry

Jiajie Zhang, PhD
Dean, UTHealth Houston School of Biomedical Informatics

t h e u n i v e r s i t y  o f t e x a s  
m d a n d e r s o n c a n c e r c e n t e r

Peter WT Pisters, MD, MHCM
President

Giulio F. Draetta, MD, PhD 
Senior Vice President and Chief Scientific Officer 

Carin A. Hagberg, MD
Chief Academic Officer

Diane C. Bodurka, MD, MPH 
Chief Education and Training Officer

t h e u n i v e r s i t y  o f t e x a s  b oa r d o f r e g e n t s

Kevin P. Eltife
Chair

Janiece Longoria
Vice Chair

James C. “Rad” Weaver
Vice Chair

Francie A. Frederick 
General Counsel 

Christina Melton Crain
Regent

R. Steven Hicks
Regent

Jodie Lee Jiles
Regent

Nolan Perez, MD
Regent

Stuart W. Stedman
Regent

Kelcy L. Warren
Regent

Thuy Dan “Mimi” Nguyen
Student Regent

t h e u n i v e r s i t y  o f t e x a s  s y s t e m

James B. Milliken
Chancellor

Archie L. Holmes Jr., PhD
Executive Vice Chancellor, Academic Affairs

Jonathan Pruitt
Executive Vice Chancellor, Business Affairs

John M. Zerwas, MD
Executive Vice Chancellor, Health Affairs



This year, UTHealth Houston is celebrating our 50th anniversary  
as the city’s premier health university, and we are deeply honored that  
you have chosen to be a part of our history and our future.

During today’s combined commencement ceremony, we salute your 
achievements at UTHealth Houston and the careers of service you are entering.

Bringing together our graduates of UTHealth Houston School of Dentistry, 
UTHealth School of Public Health, and Cizik School of Nursing  
at UTHealth Houston represents essential teamwork in health care.

And more than anything, it signifies that we are many faces with one  
mission —to advance the quality of human life by enhancing  
the diagnosis, treatment, and prevention of disease and injury, as well  
as promoting individual health and community well-being.

We need each of you—your skills, your experience, your training, your 
collaborative spirit, and most importantly, your passion for health care  
and discovery.

On this momentous occasion, you join more than 50,000 UTHealth 
Houston graduates who have dedicated their lives to service. I commend 
you all for this decision, and I thank you and your families for trusting  
us with your education.

To the members of this class, congratulations…I know that you will  
make us proud.

Giuseppe N. Colasurdo, MD
uthealth houston president 
alkek-williams distinguished chair

TO OUR  
GR A DUATES



Cizik School of Nursing at UTHealth 

Houston

Dean Remarks 
diane m. santa maria, d rph, msn, rn, faan

Conferring of Degrees 
dr. colasurdo and dr. santa maria 

Diplomas and Hooding
cizik school of nursing faculty 

The Nightingale Pledge 
dr. santa maria

Closing and Congratulations
dr. colasurdo

National Anthem of the United States of America:   

The Star-Spangled Banner
timothy josef joya 
cizik school of nursing at uthealth houston

UTHealth Houston Commencement Video

Introduction of UTHealth Houston  
President Giuseppe N. Colasurdo, MD

Presidential Welcome
giuseppe n. colasurdo, md

Introduction of Commencement Speaker  
 

Commencement Address
 

Medal Presentation 

UTHealth School of Public Health

Dean Remarks   
eric boerwinkle, phd

Conferring of Degrees 
dr. colasurdo and dr. boerwinkle

Diplomas and Hooding
school of public health faculty

UTHealth Houston School of Dentistry 

Dean Remarks   
john a. valenza, dds

Conferring of Degrees 
dr. colasurdo and dr. valenza

Diplomas and Hooding
school of dentistry faculty 

The Dentist’s Pledge and Dental Hygiene Oath 
dr. valenza

ACADE MIC RE GALIA  HISTORY

The wearing of academic regalia, adopted by American 
institutions of higher education during the last century,  
is a tradition preserved from the medieval days of universities. 
The ordinary dress of the scholar, whether student or teacher,  
was the dress of a cleric, and originally, gowns were worn for 
warmth in unheated buildings and hoods were designed  
to cover the tonsured head. Modern academic dress follows a 
code of regulations that allow for distinguishing the conferred  
degree and the degree-awarding institution. The hood lining 
represents our institution’s colors, while the binding colors  
of the hoods designate the degree earned. 

The gown for the bachelor’s degree has squared-off sleeves.  
The gown for the master’s degree has an oblong sleeve, open  
at the wrist, while the sleeve base hangs down in the traditional 
manner. The rear part of the master’s degree gown sleeve  
is oblong in shape and square cut, with the front portion of  
the sleeve cut away in an arc. Bachelor’s and master’s degree 
gowns are untrimmed. The cap is a mortarboard with a tassel. 

The gown for the doctor’s degree has bell-shaped sleeves.  
For the doctoral degree, the gown is faced down the front  
with velvet and with three bars of velvet used across the sleeves. 
These velvet facings and crossbars are of the color distinctive  
for the degree. The cap for the doctor’s degree is a multisided 
velvet tam with a tassel.

R E G A L I A  C O L O R S 

d e n t i s t ry	 l i l ac 

n u r s i n g	 a p r i c ot

p h i lo s o p h y	 d a r k b lu e

p u b l i c h e a lt h	 s a l m o n

s c i e n c e 	 g o l d e n y e l low

 

Order of Program U T H E A L T H  H O U S T O N  C O M M E N C E M E N T  C E R E M O N Y



11

For more than 100 years, UTHealth Houston School of Dentistry has set  
the standard for oral health excellence by educating outstanding dentists  
and dental hygienists, advancing research in new fields of science and technology,  
and caring for the people of Texas, including its most vulnerable populations.  
The school’s mission is to improve human health by providing high-quality education,  
patient care, service, and research in oral health for Texas, the nation, and the world.

Founded in 1905, UTHealth Houston School of Dentistry was the first dental school in Texas and the first professional school  

in Houston. The school became part of UT System in 1943, and became part of UTHealth Houston in 1972. The school continues  

to lead dental education today with the vision of “Improving Oral Health...Improving Overall Health.”

s c h o o l l e a d e r s h i p

John A. Valenza, DDS
Dean 

The William N. Finnegan III Distinguished Professor  
in the Dental Sciences

Joe T. Morrow, BBA
Associate Dean for Management

Shalizeh A. Patel, DDS, MEd
Associate Dean ad interim for Patient Care

Lisa D. Cain, PhD
Associate Dean for Professional Development and Faculty Affairs

Mary C. Farach-Carson, PhD
Associate Dean for Research

Arthur H. Jeske, DMD, PhD
Associate Dean for Strategic Planning  
and Continuing Dental Education

Robert D. Spears, PhD, MS
Associate Dean for Student and Academic Affairs

UTHealth Houston

SCHOOL OF  
DENTISTRY
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s c h o o l l e a d e r s h i p 

continued

Muhammad F. Walji, MS, PhD
Associate Dean for Technology Services and Informatics 
Chair in Dental Informatics

Ralph A. Cooley, DDS
Assistant Dean for Admissions and Student Services 

Amity L. Gardner, DDS 
Assistant Dean of Clinical Education

g r a d uat e h o o d e r s 

Juliana A. Barros, DDS, MS
Associate Professor and Vice Chair of Restorative Dentistry  
and Prosthodontics

Cleverick D. Johnson, DDS, MS
Professor and Director of Urgent Care Clinic 
Doan-Hunyh-Le Endowed Professor in General Dentistry

Shalizeh A. Patel, DDS, MEd
Associate Dean ad interim for Patient Care

Long Duc Tran, DDS
Associate Professor of General Practice and Dental Public Health

T H E  D E N T I S T,S  P L E D G E 

i ,  a s  a  m e m b e r o f t h e d e n ta l p ro f e s s i o n,  i ,  a s  a  m e m b e r o f t h e d e n ta l p ro f e s s i o n,  
s h a l l k e e p t h i s  p l e d g e a n d t h e s e s t i p u l at i o n s.s h a l l k e e p t h i s  p l e d g e a n d t h e s e s t i p u l at i o n s.

i  u n d e r s ta n d a n d ac c e p t t h at m y p r i m a ry  i  u n d e r s ta n d a n d ac c e p t t h at m y p r i m a ry  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i s  to m y pat i e n t s ,  a n d i  s h a l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i s  to m y pat i e n t s ,  a n d i  s h a l l  
d e d i c at e m y s e l f  to r e n d e r,  to t h e b e s t  d e d i c at e m y s e l f  to r e n d e r,  to t h e b e s t  
o f  m y  a b i l i t y ,  t h e  h i g h e s t  s ta n d a r d  o f  o r a l  o f  m y  a b i l i t y ,  t h e  h i g h e s t  s ta n d a r d  o f  o r a l  
h e a lt h c a r e a n d to m a i n ta i n a  r e l at i o n s h i p  h e a lt h c a r e a n d to m a i n ta i n a  r e l at i o n s h i p  
o f  r e s pe c t a n d c o n f i d e n c e.  t h e r e f o r e,  l e t a l l  o f  r e s pe c t a n d c o n f i d e n c e.  t h e r e f o r e,  l e t a l l  
c o m e to m e s a f e  i n t h e k n ow l e d g e t h at  c o m e to m e s a f e  i n t h e k n ow l e d g e t h at  
t h e i r tota l h e a lt h a n d w e l l-b e i n g a r e m y  t h e i r tota l h e a lt h a n d w e l l-b e i n g a r e m y  
f i r s t c o n s i d e r at i o n s.f i r s t c o n s i d e r at i o n s.

i  s h a l l ac c e p t t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t h at,  a s  a  i  s h a l l ac c e p t t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t h at,  a s  a  
p ro f e s s i o n a l,  m y c o m pe t e n c e r e s t s  o n c o n t i n u i n g  p ro f e s s i o n a l,  m y c o m pe t e n c e r e s t s  o n c o n t i n u i n g  
t h e at ta i n m e n t o f k n ow l e d g e a n d s k i l l  i n t h e  t h e at ta i n m e n t o f k n ow l e d g e a n d s k i l l  i n t h e  
a rt s  a n d s c i e n c e s  o f d e n t i s t ry.a rt s  a n d s c i e n c e s  o f d e n t i s t ry.

i  ac k n ow l e d g e m y o b l i g at i o n to s u p p o rt  i  ac k n ow l e d g e m y o b l i g at i o n to s u p p o rt  
a n d s u s ta i n t h e h o n o r a n d i n t e g r i t y  o f t h e  a n d s u s ta i n t h e h o n o r a n d i n t e g r i t y  o f t h e  
p ro f e s s i o n a n d to c o n d u c t m y s e l f  i n a l l  p ro f e s s i o n a n d to c o n d u c t m y s e l f  i n a l l  
e n d e avo r s s u c h t h at i  s h a l l m e r i t  t h e r e s pe c t  e n d e avo r s s u c h t h at i  s h a l l m e r i t  t h e r e s pe c t  
o f  pat i e n t s ,  c o l l e ag u e s  a n d m y c o m m u n i t y.  o f  pat i e n t s ,  c o l l e ag u e s  a n d m y c o m m u n i t y.  
i  f u rt h e r  c o m m i t  m y s e l f  to  t h e  b e t t e r m e n t  i  f u rt h e r  c o m m i t  m y s e l f  to  t h e  b e t t e r m e n t  
o f m y c o m m u n i t y f o r t h e b e n e f i t  o f a l l  o f  m y c o m m u n i t y f o r t h e b e n e f i t  o f a l l  
o f  s o c i e t y.o f s o c i e t y.

i  s h a l l fa i t h f u l ly o b s e rv e t h e p r i n c i p l e s  i  s h a l l fa i t h f u l ly o b s e rv e t h e p r i n c i p l e s  
o f  e t h i c s  a n d c o d e o f p ro f e s s i o n a l c o n d u c t  o f e t h i c s  a n d c o d e o f p ro f e s s i o n a l c o n d u c t  
s e t f o rt h b y t h e p ro f e s s i o n.s e t f o rt h b y t h e p ro f e s s i o n.

a l l t h i s  i  p l e d g e w i t h p r i d e i n m y c o m m i t m e n t  a l l  t h i s  i  p l e d g e w i t h p r i d e i n m y c o m m i t m e n t  
to t h e p ro f e s s i o n a n d t h e p u b l i c i t  s e rv e s .to t h e p ro f e s s i o n a n d t h e p u b l i c i t  s e rv e s .

D E N TA L  H Y G I E N E  O AT H

in my practice as a dental hygienist,  i  affirm my  in my practice as a dental hygienist,  i  affirm my  
p e r s o n a l  a n d p ro f e s s i o n a l  c o m m i t m e n t to i m p ro v e  p e r s o n a l  a n d p ro f e s s i o n a l  c o m m i t m e n t to i m p ro v e  
t h e o r a l h e a lt h o f t h e p u b l i c,  to a d va n c e  t h e  t h e o r a l h e a lt h o f t h e p u b l i c,  to a d va n c e  t h e  
a rt  a n d s c i e n c e o f d e n ta l h y g i e n e,  a n d to p ro m ot e a rt  a n d s c i e n c e o f d e n ta l h y g i e n e,  a n d to p ro m ot e 
h i g h s ta n d a r d s o f qua l i t y  c a r e.h i g h s ta n d a r d s o f qua l i t y  c a r e.

i  p l e d g e c o n t i n ua l ly to i m p rov e m y p ro f e s s i o n a l i  p l e d g e c o n t i n ua l ly to i m p rov e m y p ro f e s s i o n a l 
k n ow l e d g e  a n d  s k i l l s ,  t o  r e n d e r  a  f u l l  k n ow l e d g e  a n d  s k i l l s ,  t o  r e n d e r  a  f u l l  
m e a s u r e o f s e rv i c e to e ac h pat i e n t e n t ru s t e d  m e a s u r e o f s e rv i c e to e ac h pat i e n t e n t ru s t e d  
to m y c a r e,  a n d to u p h o l d t h e h i g h e s t  to m y c a r e,  a n d to u p h o l d t h e h i g h e s t  
s ta n d a r d s o f p ro f e s s i o n a l c o m pe t e n c e a n d  s ta n d a r d s o f p ro f e s s i o n a l c o m pe t e n c e a n d  
pe r s o n a l c o n d u c t i n t h e i n t e r e s t o f t h e d e n ta l  pe r s o n a l c o n d u c t i n t h e i n t e r e s t o f t h e d e n ta l  
h y g i e n e p ro f e s s i o n a n d t h e p u b l i c i t  s e rv e s .h y g i e n e p ro f e s s i o n a n d t h e p u b l i c i t  s e rv e s .

Reham Abuabeileh
American Association of Public Health Dentistry Award

UTSD Student Award in Interprofessional Education

Mentor of the Year Award

Jose L. Alamillo
Student Teaching Award

Baraa S. Al-Karkhi
UTSD Informatics Award

Kennisha Allen

Caroline S. Choi
The Greater Houston Dental Hygienists’ Association  

Ushma Ramaiya Memorial Scholarship

Jessica A. Clingan

Zahra Daneshpey

Katherine N. Dugue

Avryll S. Felix

Kathy Lam
Delta Dental Scholarship for Dental and Dental Hygiene Students

Ngoc Quyen D. Le

Christian Leonardo

Tiffany H. Ly

Jasmine K. Meng

Nicholas R. Mucci
UTSD Faculty Scholarships Dentistry - DH

Evelynn Munoz

Yazmin Palmerin

Jade A. Pham

Martin G. Reiman

Kelly E. Rivera

Alexis C. Robichaux
Carus Dental-Dental Hygiene Endowed Scholarship Fund

Sigma Phi Alpha Honor Society

Dental Hygiene Excellence Award

Greater Houston Dental Hygienists’ Society Outstanding 

Professional Leadership Award

candidates receiving the degree of  Bachelor of Science in Dental Hygiene

Crystal L. Roza
E-Portfolio Excellence Award

Annual CD Johnson Award

Nadia Saintot
Sigma Phi Alpha Honor Society

UT Dental Hygienists’ Alumni Association Award

Sierra G. Tupolo

Karla M. Valera
Proctor & Gamble Preventive Dentistry Award

Olivia M. Young
The Greater Houston Dental Hygienists’ Association  

Ushma Ramaiya Memorial Scholarship

Sigma Phi Alpha Honor Society

Colgate Oral Pharmaceuticals Star Award
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candidates receiving the certificate in  Dental Hygiene candidates receiving the degree of   Master of Science in Dentistry and Postgraduate Certificate

Daisy Couto Jones Anicio
Academic Achievement Award

Hu-Friedy Clinical Achievement Award-Golden Scaler

Arpine Janbazian
Gene Stevenson, DDS, Memorial Award in Evidence-based Dentistry - DH

UTSD Evidence-Based Dentistry Award

Terisa B. Khuu
Shirah May Hall Memorial Scholarship in Dental Hygiene

Katarina I. Morton

Vy T. Nguyen

Aenea M. Ponce De Leon
UTSD Simulation Award

Ola Al Hatem, DDS
Specialty

Prosthodontics

Nestor Alvarez Lamela, DMD
Specialty

Prosthodontics

Sarah Arafat, DDS, MPH
Specialty

Pediatric Dentistry

Han Na Cho, DMD
Specialty

Endodontics

Darin Chokdee, DMD
Specialty

Pediatric Dentistry

Ryan Cody, DDS
The Dr. Milton and Florence Yellen Scholarship Fund

Specialty

Orthodontics

Gabriella Diaz, DDS
Specialty

Periodontics

Andrew Dugum, DMD, MPH
Specialty

Periodontics

Madison Fantin, DDS
Specialty

Pediatric Dentistry

Keagan Foss, DDS
Dr. Pauline C. “Jackie” Duke Orthodontic Residency Scholarship

Specialty

Orthodontics

Kyle Gopffarth, DDS
Dr. Pauline C. “Jackie” Duke Orthodontic Residency Scholarship

Dr. Heyl G. Tebo Endowed Scholarship Fund

Specialty

Orthodontics

Austyn Grissom, DMD
Specialty

Endodontics

Henry Hoffman, DDS
Dr. Pauline C. “Jackie” Duke Orthodontic Residency Scholarship

Specialty

Orthodontics

Asia Inagaki, DDS
Specialty

Prosthodontics

Megan Iritani, DDS
Specialty

Pediatric Dentistry

Ryne Jackson, DMD
Specialty

Endodontics

Jason Knapp, DDS
Specialty

Endodontics

Mariana McNamara, DMD, MPH
Specialty

Endodontics

Jeffrey Mount, DDS
Dr. Pauline C. “Jackie” Duke Orthodontic Residency Scholarship

Dr. Heyl G. Tebo Endowed Scholarship Fund

Specialty

Orthodontics

Jiman Nelson, DMD, MS
Specialty

Periodontics

Paloma Nguyen, DMD
Specialty

Pediatric Dentistry

Thomas Nguyen, DDS
Specialty

Periodontics

Rosangel Oropeza, DDS
Specialty

Pediatric Dentistry

Sumedha Sharma, DMD
Specialty

Pediatric Dentistry
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candidates receiving the degree of   Master of Science in Dentistry and Postgraduate Certificate candidates receiving a  Postgraduate Certificate

Jennifer Siller, DDS
Dr. Pauline C. “Jackie” Duke Orthodontic Residency Scholarship

Specialty

Orthodontics

Hillary Strassner, DDS, MPH
Specialty

Pediatric Dentistry

Georgi Talmazov, DDS
Specialty

Prosthodontics

Richard Wallach, DDS
The Dr. Milton and Florence Yellen Scholarship Fund

Specialty

Orthodontics

Cory Callahan, DDS
Specialty

Advanced Education in General Dentistry

Tony Chhay, DMD
Specialty

General Practice Residency 

Jeung Cho, DMD
Specialty

General Practice Residency

Jung Hwa Choi, MD
Specialty

Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery 6 Years

Haley Christians, DDS
Specialty

Advanced Education in General Dentistry

Sebastian East, DDS
Specialty

Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery 4 Years

Jay Hwang, DDS
Specialty

Advanced Education in General Dentistry

Hans Igou, DDS
Specialty

Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery 4 Years

Helder Jacob, DDS, MSc, PhD
Specialty

Orthodontics Advanced Standing

Duc Lam, MD
Specialty

Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery 6 Years

Andrew Monell, DMD
Specialty

Advanced Education in General Dentistry

Tiffany Pham, DMD
Specialty

General Practice Residency

Dominik Rudecki, DMD
Specialty

Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery 4 Years

Lauren Sanchez, DDS
Specialty

General Practice Residency 2 Years

Pasha Sanders, DDS, MD
Specialty

Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery 6 Years

Eman Yusuf, DDS
Specialty

General Practice Residency
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candidates receiving the degree of  Doctor of Dental Surgery candidates receiving the degree of  Doctor of Dental Surgery

Michael Akinyeye
Residency Plans

General Practice Residency

Sage N. Amin
Practice Plans

Private Practice, Houston, Texas

Michael B. Andrews
Robert O. Dosch and James L. Rout Award

American Academy of Oral and Maxillofacial Pathology Dental Student Award

Houston Society of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeon Award

American Academy of Oral and Maxillofacial Radiology Achievement Award

Omicron Kappa Upsilon Dental Honor Society Award

Walter G. Sterling Award

Residency Plans

Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery Residency

Sam M. Anton
American Dental Society of Anesthesiology (Horace Wells) Award

Residency Plans

Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery Residency

Arash Ashouri
Practice Plans

Private Practice

Joshua S. Bear
Practice Plans

Private Practice

Kalin J. Bhavan
American Equilibration Society Award

American Academy of Orofacial Pain Outstanding Senior Award

Practice Plans

Private Practice, Wichita Falls, Texas

Assalia A. Boulos
Practice Plans

Private Practice, Houston, Texas

Rachel Cai
Practice Plans

Private Practice

Jay T. Colucci
Ninth District Dental Society Award for Collegiality

Practice Plans

Private Practice

Megan L. Crocker
Practice Plans

Private Practice, Houston, Texas

Gianncarlo Cruz
Delta Dental Scholarship for Dental and Dental Hygiene Students

Practice Plans

Private Practice

Elizabeth A. Cutbirth
Practice Plans

Private Practice, Magnolia, Texas

Stacey N. Diep
Women of Rotary Club UT Dental Branch Student

Texas Association of Women Dentists

Residency Plans

Pediatric Residency

Kelly H. Dinh
Practice Plans

Private Practice, Houston, Texas

Dominic J. DiRusso
Practice Plans

Private Practice

Marlena Dobbs
Residency Plans

Army, Military Service, Augusta, Georgia

Dylan L. Drgac
Texas Dental Association Outstanding Senior Award

Practice Plans

Private Practice, Caldwell, Texas

Joceylin Duarte
Dr. Jeanne Craig Sinkford Student Leadership Award

W. Kenneth Horwitz, DDS, Ethics and Professionalism Award

Practice Plans

Private Practice

Mina Elahidoust
Academy of General Dentistry Award

Practice Plans

Private Practice

Mary Anna A. Elliott Ontiveros
Lola B. and James R. Ballinger, DDS Scholarship

Residency Plans

General Practice Residency

Ibrahim Elyamany
Practice Plans

Private Practice

Joshua N. England
Practice Plans

Private Practice

Ryan P. Fahmy
Practice Plans

Private Practice, Elgin, Texas

Noah B. Falls
James P. Ferguson Dental Anatomy Award

Omicron Kappa Upsilon Dental Honor Society Award

Residency Plans

Orthodontics Residency

Anna Feng
Delta Dental Scholarship for Dental and Dental Hygiene Students

Residency Plans

Pediatric Residency

Rachel G. Finelli
Women of Rotary Club UT Dental Branch Student

Quintessence Award for Clinical Achievement in Restorative Dentistry

Practice Plans

Private Practice, Houston, Texas

Jonathan George 
Practice Plans

Private Practice

Joshua George
Practice Plans

Private Practice, Dallas, Texas

Kirouls S. Gowid
Houston Academy of General Dentistry Award

Residency Plans

Advanced Education in General Dentistry Residency

Karun B. Grewal
Practice Plans

Private Practice, Dallas, Texas

Salem Hadgu
Practice Plans

Private Practice

Omid Hadj
Residency Plans

Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery Residency

Amira H. Haidar
American Academy of Esthetic Dentistry

Practice Plans

Private Practice, Houston, Texas

Matthew Halfmann
William “Sam” Leifeste, DDS Memorial Scholarship

Residency Plans

Advanced Education in General Dentistry Residency

Vivian Harris
Lola B. and James R. Ballinger, DDS Scholarship

Practice Plans

Private Practice, Dallas, Texas

Winston A. Heath
Practice Plans

Private Practice

Kimberly B. Heaton
American Academy of Oral Medicine Certificate of Merit and Award  

in Oral Medicine

Omicron Kappa Upsilon Dental Honor Society Award

Practice Plans

Private Practice, Houston, Texas

John K. Herchuk
Practice Plans

Private Practice, Dallas, Texas

Landon V. Hirschi
Lola B. and James R. Ballinger, DDS Scholarship

Residency Plans

Advanced Education in General Dentistry Residency

Paulina N. Ho
The Houston Asian American Dental Society Scholarship

American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry Predoctoral Student Award

Residency Plans

Pediatric Residency

Kimberly N. Hoang
Practice Plans

Private Practice, Houston, Texas

Che-Yu Hsu
The Brian D. Stone Memorial Award from Dental Lifeline Network

Practice Plans

Private Practice, Austin, Texas
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candidates receiving the degree of  Doctor of Dental Surgery candidates receiving the degree of  Doctor of Dental Surgery

Jillian M. Huffman
Omicron Kappa Upsilon Dental Honor Society Award

Residency Plans

Orthodontics Residency

Chance A. Hunsaker
Ninth District Dental Society Award for Ethics and Integrity

American College of Dentists Outstanding Student Leader Award

UTSD Alumni Association Senior Award

Ivoclar Vivadent Digital Dentistry Student of the Year Award

Residency Plans

Masters of Digital Dentistry

Blake M. Hutzler
Ninth District Dental Society Award for Collegiality

Practice Plans

Private Practice

Samuel Johnson
Residency Plans

General Practice Residency

Lucia Karam
Omicron Kappa Upsilon Dental Honor Society Award

Practice Plans

Private Practice, Houston, Texas

Elizabeth M. Karkour
Practice Plans

Private Practice

Dooyeol Kim
American Association of Orthodontists Award

Omicron Kappa Upsilon Dental Honor Society Award

Residency Plans

Orthodontics Residency

Erik T. Le
Practice Plans

Private Practice

Raymond Lu
Lola B. and James R. Ballinger, DDS Scholarship

Edwards C. Hinds Academy Award

Residency Plans

Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery - 6 year Residency

Taylor T. Ma
Academy of Laser Dentistry Award

Practice Plans

Private Practice, Houston, Texas

Selma G. Mahmoud
Hanau Best of the Best Award for Excellence in Prosthodontics

Omicron Kappa Upsilon Dental Honor Society Award

Practice Plans

Private Practice, Houston, Texas

Van Anh X. Mai
Practice Plans

Private Practice, Houston, Texas

Kiran K. Makhnejia
Practice Plans

Private Practice

Julianna J. Masabni
Delta Dental Scholarship for Dental and Dental Hygiene Students

Society for Simulation in Healthcare Student Award

Omicron Kappa Upsilon Dental Honor Society Award

Residency Plans

Pediatric Residency

Clinton Matkins
Lola B. and James R. Ballinger, DDS Scholarship

Residency Plans

Advanced Education in General Dentistry Residency

Victoria B. McGuffin
Delta Dental Scholarship for Dental and Dental Hygiene Students

Ninth District Dental Society Award for Collegiality

Practice Plans

Private Practice, Austin, Texas

Patrick J. Mendez
Practice Plans

Private Practice

Daniel P. Mendoza
American Academy of Implant Dentistry Undergraduate  

Dental Student Award

Residency Plans

Navy, Military Service, San Diego, California

Simone A. Menezes
Bob and Tonya Foster Scholarship

Pierre Fauchard Academy Senior Student Award

UTSD Student Award in Applied Basic Science Award

UTSD Informatics Award

Practice Plans

Private Practice

Ashley M. Miller
Lola B. and James R. Ballinger, DDS Scholarship

Practice Plans

Private Practice

Caroline E. Miller
Practice Plans

Private Practice, Fort Worth Texas

Daisy Montano
Practice Plans

Private Practice

Ali K. Naji
Practice Plans

Private Practice

Saira Nawaz
Practice Plans

Private Practice

Clayton T. Nguyen
Ninth District Dental Society Award for Collegiality

Practice Plans

Private Practice, Austin, Texas

Torry Nguyen
Practice Plans

Private Practice, Houston, Texas

Vivan T. Nguyen
Practice Plans

Private Practice, Houston, Texas

Mary Jocelyn E. Nisnisan
International College of Dentists Student Leadership Award

ASDA Award of Excellence

Practice Plans

Private Practice

Patricia A. Nunez
International Congress of Oral Implantologists/DENTSPLY Student Achievement 

Award

Practice Plans

Private Practice, Portland, Oregon

Elvira Nworah
The Academy of Dentistry International Student Servant Leadership Award

Quintessence Award for Research Achievement

Residency Plans

General Practice Residency

Bryce A. O’Donnell
American College of Prosthodontists

Practice Plans

Private Practice, Port Lavaca, Texas

Sarah E. Ohn
Ninth District Dental Society Award for Collegiality

Practice Plans

Private Practice, Dallas, Texas

Christopher L. Orosco
Practice Plans

Private Practice, Houston, Texas

Andrea O. Pajarillo
The Triolo Leadership in Dentistry Scholarship

American Association of Public Health Dentistry Recognition Award

Practice Plans

Private Practice

Chandler A. Pruitt
T. Bradford Willis Scholarship in Pediatric Dentistry

International College of Dentists Student Humanitarian Award

Omicron Kappa Upsilon Dental Honor Society Award

Residency Plans

Pediatric Residency

Claudia A. Pruneda
Ramirez-Rathmell South Texas General Dentistry Scholarship

Academy of Osseointegration Outstanding Dental Student  

in Implant Dentistry Award

Practice Plans

Private Practice

Homais S. Qadri
American Academy of Periodontology Dental Student Achievement Award

The American Academy of Cosmetic Dentistry Undergraduate Clinical  

Case Award

Practice Plans

Private Practice

Zahra M. Rasool
Practice Plans

Private Practice, Houston, Texas

Anish Y. Reddy
Practice Plans

Private Practice
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candidates receiving the degree of  Doctor of Dental Surgery candidates receiving the degree of  Doctor of Dental Surgery

Dane C. Risinger
American Association of Orthodontists Award

Academy of Dental Materials Award

Omicron Kappa Upsilon Dental Honor Society Award

Houston Chapter of the American Association for Dental Research Award

Residency Plans

Orthodontics Residency

John C. Russell
Greater Houston Dental Society Community Dentistry Award

Practice Plans

Private Practice, Houston, Texas

Sarah Rustom
Residency Plans

General Practice Residency

Nada M. Saed
Practice Plans

Private Practice, Houston, Texas

Adam B. Safari
W. Kenneth Horwitz, DDS, Ethics and Professionalism Award

Practice Plans

Private Practice

Laura M. Santo Salvo
Practice Plans

Private Practice, Houston, Texas

Monica E. Scotka
Practice Plans

Private Practice

Ann M. Seelbach
Gary S. Leff, DDS, MPH Scholarship Fund for the DDS/MPH Program

Special Care Dentistry Association/Academy of Dentistry for Persons with 

Disabilities Student Award

Quintessence Award for Clinical Achievement in Periodontics

Omicron Kappa Upsilon Dental Honor Society Award

Practice Plans

Private Practice

Edward A. Senules
Practice Plans

Private Practice

Heidi A. Shay
Delta Dental Scholarship for Dental and Dental Hygiene Students

Practice Plans

Private Practice, Houston, Texas

Thea E. Sheen
Practice Plans

Private Practice, Houston, Texas

Nirja Shrestha
Practice Plans

Private Practice, Sugar Land, Texas

Jordan M. Smith
Lola B. and James R. Ballinger, DDS Scholarship

Southwest Academy of Restorative Dentistry Award

Residency Plans

General Practice Residency

Amber R. Stephens
Society for Color and Appearance in Dentistry Award

Practice Plans

Private Practice, Houston, Texas

Tyler A. Stocker
Practice Plans

Private Practice, Houston, Texas

Kristie M. Tran
Academy of Operative Dentistry Award

Practice Plans

Private Practice, Houston, Texas

Tina Tran
Practice Plans

Private Practice, Houston, Texas

Rebecca Trevino
Women of Rotary Club UT Dental Branch Student

American Association of Women Dentists - Eleanor J. Bushee Award

American Association of Endodontists Student Achievement Award

Practice Plans

Private Practice, McAllen, Texas

Tammie M. Trinh
Practice Plans

Private Practice

Michele T. Truong
Practice Plans

Private Practice, Houston, Texas

Rebecca A. Vaughn
Practice Plans

Private Practice, Houston, Texas

Nicholas J. Ward
Omicron Kappa Upsilon Dental Honor Society Award

Practice Plans

Private Practice

Melissa A. Wong
Omicron Kappa Upsilon Dental Honor Society Award

Practice Plans

Private Practice, Houston, Texas

Priscilla Wong
Practice Plans

Private Practice, Houston, Texas

Alyson Yee
Practice Plans

Private Practice, Houston, Texas

Tiffany T. Zhou
Gary S. Leff, DDS, MPH Scholarship Fund for the DDS/MPH Program

Practice Plans

Private Practice, Houston, Texas



UTHealth School of Public Health provides a top-tier education to future public 

health professionals and conducts innovative research leading to major breakthroughs 

in the prevention and treatment of today’s most important health problems.  

The school aims to address the deeply interconnected factors of lifestyles, neighborhoods,  

relationships, habits, and behaviors that affect the ability to cultivate and maintain  

good health at the individual and community level.

The school has six campuses across Texas: Houston, Austin, Brownsville, Dallas, El Paso, and San Antonio.  

At each campus, the school has built relationships with city governments, local communities, academic institutions, and industries –  

emphasizing collaboration across sectors to support better health outcomes for culturally complex and diverse populations.

s c h o o l l e a d e r s h i p

Eric Boerwinkle, PhD	  
Dean 
M. David Low Chair in Public Health 
Kozmetsky Family Chair In Human Genetics

Susan T. Emery, PhD 
Senior Associate Dean for Academic and Research Affairs 
Allan King Professor in Public Health 

Melissa Valerio-Shewmaker, PhD 
Associate Dean of Faculty Affairs, Development, and Diversity 

Cynthia Bihm, MBA 
Associate Dean of Management 

Mary Ann Smith, PhD 
Assistant Dean of Students

Bijal Balasubramanian, MBBS, PhD
Regional Dean, Dallas

Deanna M. Hoelscher, PhD
Regional Dean, Austin

John P. McGovern Professor in Health Promotion

Kristina D. Mena, PhD
Regional Dean, El Paso

UTHealth

SCHOOL  
OF PUBLIC
HEALTH
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s c h o o l l e a d e r s h i p 
continued

Belinda M. Reininger, DrPH
Regional Dean, Brownsville

Jack Tsai, PhD 
Regional Dean, San Antonio 

Mary Ann Smith, PhD 
Assistant Dean of Students 

Theresa Tran, MD
Assistant Dean for Clinical Population Health and Advocacy 

Christine Markham, PhD 
Chair, Department of Health Promotion and Behavioral Sciences 

Alanna C. Morrison, PhD 
Chair, Department of Epidemiology, Human Genetics  

and Environmental Sciences 

Thomas Stull Matney, PhD Endowed Professor in Environmental  

and Genetic Sciences 

Thomas Stull Matney, PhD 
Endowed Professorship in Environmental and Genetic Sciences 

Aanand D. Naik, MD 
Chair, Department of Management, Policy and Community Health 

Nancy P. and Vincent F. Guinee, MD, Distinguished Chair 

Hulin Wu, PhD 
Chair, Department of Biostatistics and Data Science 

Betty Wheless Trotter Professor 

Jack Toups 
Executive Director, School of Public Health Student Association

g r a d uat e c a l l e r s

George Delclos, MD, PhD 
Marcus M. Key, MD, Shell Occupational and Environmental 

Health Endowed Chair 

Mary Ann Smith, PhD 
Assistant Dean of Students

s c h o o l r e p r e s e n tat i v e

Stephen H. Linder, PhD  
Vice Chair, Department of Management, Policy and Community Health

o u r v i s i o no u r v i s i o n

H E A LT H  W I T H O U T  B O U N D A R I E S

We believe that a world in which there are no caveats or  We believe that a world in which there are no caveats or  
conditions on who can have good health is within our reach.conditions on who can have good health is within our reach.

o u r m i s s i o no u r m i s s i o n

C H A N G I N G  T H E  C U LT U R E  
O F  H E A LT H  T H R O U G H  
E X C E L L E N C E  I N  G R A D UAT E  
E D U C AT I O N ,  R E S E A R C H ,  
A N D  E N G A G E M E N T

To achieve a world in which health has no boundaries,  To achieve a world in which health has no boundaries,  
we must first shift the way people think about, and act on,  we must first shift the way people think about, and act on,  
matters relating to health.matters relating to health.

  

We seek to accomplish our mission by promoting the following values:We seek to accomplish our mission by promoting the following values:

••	 c o l l a b o r at e 	 c o l l a b o r at e 

		 A charge to seek out new perspectives, to listen as much as we talk,  A charge to seek out new perspectives, to listen as much as we talk,  

		 and to build authentic, sustainable relationships.and to build authentic, sustainable relationships.

••	 l e a d 	 l e a d 
		 A pledge to march on the front lines of progress with passion,  A pledge to march on the front lines of progress with passion,  
	 tenacity, and a strong sense of direction.	 tenacity, and a strong sense of direction.

••	 t r a n s f o r m 	 t r a n s f o r m 
		 A vow to invest our time, effort, and resources in challenging,  A vow to invest our time, effort, and resources in challenging,  
	 improving—and when necessary—the complete rebuilding  	 improving—and when necessary—the complete rebuilding  
	 of programs and systems that do not serve us all.	 of programs and systems that do not serve us all.

••	 d i v e r s i f y 	 d i v e r s i f y 
		 A commitment to representation, equity, and accountability in our 	A commitment to representation, equity, and accountability in our 	

		 school, the continuum of health, and our communities.school, the continuum of health, and our communities.

Sarah Tufael Ahmed*
Dissertation

Atherosclerotic Cardiovascular Disease Among Veterans of the 1990-91 Gulf War: Association with 
Deployment and Age-Related Risk Factors, Gulf War Illness, And Healthcare Utilization at the 
Department of Veterans Affairs

Advisor and Dissertation Supervisor George Delclos, MD, PhD

Trisha La’Chelle Amboree*
Dissertation

Exploring Human Papillomavirus Vaccination in a Population at High Risk for HIV Infection

Advisor and Dissertation Supervisor Charles Darkoh, PhD

Katherine Garrett Bay
Dissertation

Diet and Gut Microbial Diversity and the Influence of COVID-19 Among Mexican Americans  
in Starr County, Texas

Advisor and Dissertation Supervisor Eric Brown, PhD

Christina Kadine Carstens*
Guy and Alissa McDaniels Memorial Scholarship

Julius and Suzan Glickman Endowed Scholarship in Innovation

President James T. Willerson/Nancy Beamer Willerson Scholarship in the School of 

Public Health

Dissertation

Demographic Determinants of Food Safety Behaviors and Bacterial Contamination of Domestic 
Kitchens Among Low-Income Families

Advisor and Dissertation Supervisor Charles Darkoh, PhD

Monalisa Chandra
Dissertation

Multilevel Determinants of Prenatal Substance Use Assessment

Advisor Maria E. Fernandez-Esquer, PhD; Dissertation Supervisor Cecilia Ganduglia Cazaban, DrPH, MD

Carolyn Crisp*
Dissertation

On-Duty Injuries, Stressful Events, Mental Health Conditions, and Lifestyle Behaviors Among 
Firefighters in the US

Advisor David Gimeno, PhD; Dissertation Supervisor R. Sue Day, PhD

Jennifer Cwikla
Dissertation

Evaluation of Morbidity and Mortality in Military Working Dogs Who Sustained Trauma While 
Deployed from 2001-2018

Advisor and Dissertation Supervisor Susan T. Emery, PhD

Daniel Kevin Edmunds
Dissertation

Cardiovascular System Mortality Rates in Rural Texas Communities from 2010-2018: Impact of 
Rural Hospital Closures

Advisor and Dissertation Supervisor Gretchen L. Gemeinhardt, PhD

Chinenye Lynette Ejezie*
Dissertation

Human Papillomavirus Vaccine Uptake Among Minority Teenagers Aged 13 To 17 Years During the 
COVID-19 Pandemic: Findings from the National Immunization Survey Teen, 2019 to 2020

Advisor and Dissertation Supervisor Paula Cuccaro, PhD

Helen Engle
Dissertation

Bayesian Inference for Binary and Repeated Continuous Responses Under Informative Sampling

Advisor Momiao Xiong, PhD; Dissertation Supervisor Luis Leon Novelo, PhD

Heather Theresa Essigmann*
Dissertation

At the Intersection of Inflammation and the Mucosal Microbiome: The Impact of Type 2 Diabetes 
in Mexican American Adults

Advisor and Dissertation Supervisor Eric Brown, PhD

Han Feng
Robert H. Bigelow Endowed Scholarship

Robert J. Hardy and C. Morton Hawkins Endowed Scholarship in Biostatistics

Dissertation

Statistical Methodologies for Network Analysis in Non-Euclidean Space

Advisor Hulin Wu, PhD; Dissertation Supervisor Hongyu Miao, PhD

Jennifer L. Hale
Dissertation

Examining the Bi-Directional Associations of Accelerometer-Measured Physical Activity  
and Sedentary Behavior and Parkinson’s Disease in Older Women: The Women’s Health Study

Advisor and Dissertation Supervisor Gregory Knell, PhD

Rikita Ivor Hatia
President James T. Willerson/Nancy Beamer Willerson Scholarship in the School  

of Public Health

UTHealth School of Public Health Dean’s Scholarship

Dissertation

Hepatocellular Carcinoma in Hispanic Patients, Texas

Advisor Lu-Yu Hwang, MD; Dissertation Supervisor Manal M. Hassan, MD, PhD

Shireen Hayatghaibi
Dissertation

How Much Does an MRI of the Brain Cost? A Multi-Institutional Assessment of Provider Costs 
Using Time-Driven Activity-Based Costing

Advisor Cecilia Ganduglia Cazaban, DrPH, MD; Dissertation Supervisor John M. Swint, PhD

Adrienne T. Hoyt*
Dissertation

Associations Between Pre- and Postnatal Exposure to Secondhand Tobacco Smoke and Adverse 
Birth and Childhood Neurodevelopmental Outcomes: Exploring Windows of Susceptibility and 
Interactions with Maternal and Infant Diet

Advisor Anna Wilkinson, PhD; Dissertation Supervisor Brianna Moore, PhD

Muhammad Ragaa Mahmoud Morsi Hussein
Dissertation

A Study on the Relationship Between Quality and Three Measures of Financial Health  
in U.S. Hospitals

Advisor and Dissertation Supervisor Rebecca Wells, PhD

Jennifer Lynn Ish
Dissertation

Maternal Occupational Exposures, Fetal Growth, and Child Neurodevelopment

Advisor David Gimeno, PhD; Dissertation Supervisor Kristina Walker Whitworth, PhD

candidates receiving the degree of  Doctor of Philosophy in Public Health *Delta Omega Honorary Society in Public Health
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Nsikak Monday Jackson
Management, Policy and Community Health Department Scholarship

People with AIDS International Public Health Scholarship

Thien Vu Scholarship

Dissertation

Cost Effectiveness Analysis Comparing Treatment Options in the Prevention of Stroke and Acute 
Painful Crisis in Pediatric Sickle Cell Patients

Advisor Paul Rowan, PhD; Dissertation Supervisor Ashish Deshmukh, PhD

Srinivas Karra
Dissertation

Are Parents of Children Diagnosed with Autism Spectrum Disorder at a Higher Risk for Depression 
and Increased Utilization and Costs for Depression Treatment Services

Advisor Trudy Krause, DrPH; Dissertation Supervisor Frances Revere, PhD

Rebecca Kaul
Dissertation

Transforming United States Provider Organizations by Exploring Elements of Innovation Culture 
During the COVID-19 Pandemic

Advisor Gordon Shen, PhD; Dissertation Supervisor Frances Revere, PhD

Hyunseok Kim*
Dissertation

The Role of Genetic Polymorphisms and Their Associations with Environmental Factors in 
Cirrhosis and Hepatocellular Carcinoma Development

Advisor Goo Jun, PhD; Dissertation Supervisor Christopher I. Amos, PhD

Jeffrey Lin
Robert H. Bigelow Endowed Scholarship

Dissertation

Machine Learning Modules for the Joint Analysis of Multivariate Longitudinal and Survival Data

Advisor Ruosha Li, PhD; Dissertation Supervisor Sheng Luo, PhD

Trevor M. Maness
Dissertation

Distribution and Determinants of Spotted Fever Rickettsiosis in Missouri from 2009 to 2016

Advisor and Dissertation Supervisor John R. Herbold, DVM, PhD

Suzanne Frances Monsour
Dissertation

The Impact of Outpatient and Specialty Care Before, During and After Hospitalization On 30-Day 
Hospital Readmission Rates for Patients with Type 2 Diabetes

Advisor Gretchen L. Gemeinhardt, PhD; Dissertation Supervisor Frances Revere, PhD

Jonathan Thuranira Mwiindi
Dissertation

Emergency Cesarean Section and Length of Stay in Hospitals in Uganda

Advisors Gretchen L. Gemeinhardt, PhD, and Frances Revere, PhD; Dissertation Supervisor Rigoberto Delgado, PhD

Frances Minh Tu Nguyen
L. Kay Bartholomew Eldredge Family Endowed Scholarship in Health Promotion 

and Behavioral Sciences

Dissertation

Cultural Influences on Mammogram and Pap Test Uptake and Adherence Among Vietnamese 
American Women Working in Nail Salons in Houston, Texas: A Mixed-Methods Approach

Advisor and Dissertation Supervisor Maria E. Fernandez-Esquer, PhD

Julie Nickell
Dissertation

Exploring Relationships Between U.S. Medical School Attributes and Parent University Financial 
Performance Outcomes

Advisor and Dissertation Supervisor Gretchen L. Gemeinhardt, PhD

Chukwuemeka Ezeikpe Nwachukwu
Dissertation

Evaluating and Improving the Hepatitis B Virus (HBV) Perinatal Transmission Prevention Program 
in Nigeria

Advisor and Dissertation Supervisor Lu-Yu Hwang, MD

Trent Peng
Dissertation

Utilization and Expenditure of Chiropractic Care in the United States: Trends, Patterns,  
and Determinants of Use

Advisor Baojiang Chen, PhD; Dissertation Supervisor Kelley Pettee Gabriel, PhD

Ellen Suangco Regalado
Dissertation

Incidence, All-Cause Mortality and Direct Medical Costs Associated with Thoracic Aortic Diseases: 
Findings from a National Healthcare Claims Database

Advisor Xianglin L. Du, MBBS, PhD; Dissertation Supervisor Cecilia Ganduglia Cazaban, DrPH, MD

Madeline Marie Roberts
Dissertation

The Association Between Clinical Decision Support Tools and Racial and Sex Disparities  
in Guideline-Concordant Care Delivery for Cardiovascular Disease Among Smaller  
Primary Care Practices

Advisor and Dissertation Supervisor Bijal Balasubramanian, MBBS, PhD

Sheila Lam Ryan
Dissertation

A Multi-Perspective Approach to Vesicoureteral Reflux: Comparing Patient Reported Outcomes and 
Hospital Administrative Costs of Open Versus Robot-Assisted Laparoscopic Ureteral Reimplantation

Advisor and Dissertation Supervisor Cecilia Ganduglia Cazaban, DrPH, MD

Lea Sacca*
Dissertation

Using Technology to Disseminate and Implement Sexual Health Education in Native Communities: 
Perspectives and Lessons Learned from the Field

Advisor and Dissertation Supervisor Christine Markham, PhD

candidates receiving the degree of  Doctor of Philosophy in Public Health 

Micaela Nicole Sandoval
Dissertation

Elucidating the Cascade of Care for Pediatric Tuberculosis in Tuberculosis/HIV High Burden 
African Communities

Advisor Catherine L. Troisi, PhD; Dissertation Supervisor Anna Maria Mandalakas, MD, PhD

Sepideh Saroukhani
Dissertation

Association of the Frequency of Fruits and Vegetables Consumption, Food Allergies and Eczema, 
Either Additively or Interactively with Children’s Genotype for Glutathione-S-Transferase Genes 
(GSTM1, GSTP1, and GSTT1) in Relation to Autism Spectrum Disorder and Its Severity in 
Jamaican Children

Advisor and Dissertation Supervisor Mohammad Hossein Rahbar, PhD

Naeema Ahmed Shah
Dissertation

It is a Big State: The Effect of Travel Distance for Radiation Treatment for Medicare-Eligible 
Women with Breast Cancer in Texas

Advisor and Dissertation Supervisor Gretchen L. Gemeinhardt, PhD

Pankil Kirtikumar Shah
Dissertation

Nationwide Prevalence of, Validity of Clinical Screening for, and Post-Transplant Survival Outcomes 
for Non-Alcoholic Fatty Liver Disease (NAFLD)

Advisor and Dissertation Supervisor Stephen P. Daiger, PhD

Fan Shen
Dissertation

Backward Joint Model with Applications to Dynamic Prediction and Multiple Imputation of 
Censored Time to Event Data

Advisor Dejian Lai, PhD; Dissertation Supervisor Liang Li, PhD

Andra-Mesha Smith
Dissertation

Adolescent Dating Violence Victimization Among Urban Middle School Students: The Interplay of 
Peer, Parental, and Individual Factors

Advisor Paula Cuccaro, PhD; Dissertation Supervisor Melissa Fleschler Peskin, PhD

Bekana Kebede Tadese*
Dissertation

Clinical Epidemiology and Regional Transmission of Carbapenem-Resistant  
Enterobacterales in Texas

Advisor and Dissertation Supervisor Charles Darkoh, PhD

Van Thi Thanh Truong
Dissertation

Abstinence, Side Effects and Cost-Effectiveness in Smoking Cessation with Pharmacotherapy

Advisor and Dissertation Supervisor Lu-Yu Hwang, MD

Sayali Sunil Tungare
Aurelia Murphy Killian Endowment in Public Health

UTHealth School of Public Health Dean’s Scholarship

Dissertation

Opioid and Antibiotic Prescribing in the US Academic Dental Setting

Advisor Shreela V. Sharma, PhD; Dissertation Supervisor Muhammad F. Walji, PhD

candidates receiving the degree of  Doctor of Philosophy in Public Health 

John Anthony Valenta
Dissertation

The Effects of On- and Off-the-Job Factors on Community Health Center Employee Job 
Satisfaction and Turnover Intent

Advisor and Dissertation Supervisor Gretchen L. Gemeinhardt, PhD

Heping Wang
Dissertation

Target Score Algorithm: Discovery of Rational Combination Therapies Targeting Adaptive 
Resistance Pathways

Advisor Momiao Xiong, PhD; Dissertation Supervisor Anil Korkut, PhD

Xinyu Wang
Dissertation

Computationally Efficient Gene-Environment Interaction Tests for Large-Scale Sequencing Studies

Advisor Luis Leon Novelo, PhD; Dissertation Supervisor Han Chen, PhD

Sitara Manju Weerakoon
President James T. Willerson/Nancy Beamer Willerson Scholarship  

in the School of Public Health

Richard M. Grimes Scholarship in Public Health

Dissertation

Effect of In-Utero Poly-Substance Use on Anthropometric and Cardiovascular Health Outcomes in 
Ethnically Diverse Adolescents

Advisor and Dissertation Supervisor Sarah Messiah, PhD

Ryan Edward Whitworth
Dissertation

Self-Reported Sickness Absence and Presenteeism in the European Union and the United States

Advisor and Dissertation Supervisor David Gimeno, PhD

Liang Wu
Robert J. Hardy and C. Morton Hawkins Endowed Scholarship in Biostatistics

Dissertation

Developing Machine Learning Algorithms for Time-Course Healthcare Data

Advisor and Dissertation Supervisor Hongyu Miao, PhD

Leixin Xia
Dissertation

Bayesian Analysis of Drift Fractional Brownian Motion for Monitoring Clinical Trials

Advisor Baojiang Chen, PhD; Dissertation Supervisor Dejian Lai, PhD

Zheng Xiang
Dissertation

Modeling a Longitudinal Binary Observation as a Covariate in a Linear Regression and as a 
Co-Dependent Variable of a Longitudinal Continuous Outcome – A Joint Modeling Approach  
with Applications

Advisor and Dissertation Supervisor Wenyaw Chan, PhD

Tao Xu
Dissertation

Application of Artificial Intelligence: Causal Inference and Prediction

Advisor and Dissertation Supervisor Momiao Xiong, PhD

*Delta Omega Honorary Society in Public Health *Delta Omega Honorary Society in Public Health
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Duo Yu
Dissertation

Interpretable Machine Learning and Ode-Powered Deep Learning for Clinical Outcome Predictions 
with Applications to EHR

Advisor and Dissertation Supervisor Hulin Wu, PhD

Jing Zhang
Dissertation

On the Time-Varying Predictive Performance of Longitudinal Biomarkers and  
Dynamic Prediction Models

Advisor and Dissertation Supervisor Ruosha Li, PhD

Yefei Zhang
Dissertation

An Expectation-Maximization Approach to Bayesian Variable Selection in Linear and Logistic Mixed 
Models for Intensive Longitudinal Data

Advisor and Dissertation Supervisor Michael Swartz, PhD

Chengxue Zhong
Dr. M. Stewart West Memorial Scholarship in Biometry

Keith D. Burau, PhD Scholarship

Robert J. Hardy and C. Morton Hawkins Endowed Scholarship in Biostatistics

Dissertation

New Methodology Developments in Bayesian Adaptive Clinical Trial Design for Ordinal, Survival, 
and Functional Data Endpoints

Advisor Hulin Wu, PhD; Dissertation Supervisor Hongyu Miao, PhD

Cong Zhu*
Dissertation

A Machine Learning Based Framework for Studying the Risk of Radiotherapy Induced 
Lymphopenia and Its Association with Survival Among Esophageal Cancer Patients

Advisor Goo Jun, PhD; Dissertation Supervisor Radhe Mohan, PhD

Hiba Zwiya*
Dissertation

Assessing Sex Differences While Exploring Gene Environment Interactions in Relation to Autism 
Spectrum Disorder in Jamaican Children

Advisor and Dissertation Supervisor Mohammad Hossein Rahbar, PhD

candidates receiving the degree of  Doctor of Public Healthcandidates receiving the degree of  Doctor of Philosophy in Public Health 

Derek DuJuan Anderson*
Dissertation

Life Finds a Way: Assessing a Community Care Coordination Intervention for Reducing Poor Birth 
Outcomes Among High-Risk Pregnant Women

Advisor John R. Herbold, DVM, PhD; Dissertation Supervisor Linda Highfield, PhD

Dana Michelle Danaher
Dissertation

The Healthcare Collaborative Model in Pediatrics: Do Participating Organizations  
Reach Their Goals?

Advisor Ross Shegog, PhD; Dissertation Supervisor Rebecca Wells, PhD

Cassandra Jacquelyn Enzler
Dr. Lawrence E. Lamb Scholarship

L. Kay Bartholomew Eldredge Family Endowed Scholarship in Health Promotion 

and Behavioral Sciences

Dissertation

Assessing Transition Readiness Among Adolescents and Emerging Adults with Special Health Care 
Needs (AEASHCN)

Advisor Casey Durand, PhD; Dissertation Supervisor Constance Wiemann, PhD

Ellen Baskin Fiesinger
Dissertation

Financial Factors That Affect Safe Routes to School Infrastructure Project Implementation  
and Completion

Advisor and Dissertation Supervisor Gretchen Walton, JD

Kyle Ryan Kozlovsky
Dissertation

Hospital Readmissions in Patients with Diabetes at an Urban Teaching Hospital in a City with a 
Hispanic Majority

Advisor and Dissertation Supervisor David Gimeno, PhD

Rhoda Ann Leos
Management, Policy and Community Health Department Scholarship

Polly Sparks Turner MPH, DrPH, Endowed Scholarship in Community Health

Dissertation

Utilizing Animal-Assisted Interventions to Support Mental Health Among Children in San Antonio: 
Exploring Knowledge, Attitudes, and Perceptions Among School Staff and Parents

Advisor John R. Herbold, DVM, PhD; Dissertation Supervisor Belinda Flores Hernandez, PhD

Elena Grace Luna
Dissertation

Facilitating Factors and Barriers for Engaging in Leisure-Time Physical Activity Among  
Residents Who Are Experiencing Economic Disadvantage in Travis County, Texas: 
A Social-Ecological Perspective

Advisor and Dissertation Supervisor Andrew E. Springer, DrPH

Lourence Z. Misedah*
Dissertation

A Qualitative Assessment of the Persecution Experiences, and Health Needs of Sexual Minority 
Asylum Seekers and Refugees in Nairobi, Kenya

Advisor and Dissertation Supervisor Vanessa Schick, PhD

Jessica Peña
Dissertation

Exploring the Relationship Between Social Determinants of Mental Health, Anxiety, and Childhood 
Trauma in Children and Adolescents

Advisor and Dissertation Supervisor Belinda M. Reininger, DrPH

Itunu Olufunke Sokale*
Dissertation

Prevalence and Correlates of HIV Testing and Healthcare Utilization for HIV Treatment Among 
People Who Inject Drugs: National HIV Behavioral Surveillance – 23 U.S. Cities, 2018

Advisor and Dissertation Supervisor Catherine L. Troisi, PhD

Laura Elizabeth Witte*
Dissertation

Examining the Association Between Residency and Criminal Justice Involvement Among Residents 
of a Supportive Housing Program

Advisor and Dissertation Supervisor Vanessa Schick, PhD
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Immanuelle Azebe-Osime
Thesis

Trends and Risk Factors for Hospital Delivery Associated Blood Transfusions in Texas, 2009-2018: 
A Cross Sectional Study

Advisor Laura Mitchell, PhD; Thesis Supervisor Cecilia Ganduglia Cazaban, DrPH, MD

Haley Nicole Barnes
Thesis

The Impact of Rest-Activity Patterns and Neighborhood Characteristics on Weight Status in the 
Dallas Heart Study: A Bayesian Multilevel Model Approach

Advisor and Thesis Supervisor Cici Bauer, PhD

Nitesh Enduru
Thesis

Association of Genetic Risk, Midlife Simple 7, and Incident Stroke: The Atherosclerosis Risk in 
Communities (ARIC) Study

Advisor Ashraf Yaseen, PhD; Thesis Supervisor Myriam Fornage, PhD

Shezeen Gillani
Thesis

A Cross-Sectional Study of SARS-COV-2 Infection in Healthcare Workers in Houston Amidst  
the COVID-19 Pandemic

Advisor Mohammad Hossein Rahbar, PhD; Thesis Supervisor Blake Hanson, PhD

Jaehwan Han
Thesis

Interim Analysis Using Group Sequential Methods in CCTRN Time Study

Advisor and Thesis Supervisor Dejian Lai, PhD

Brian Heckler
Thesis

A Circadian Hidden Markov Model to Study Rest-Activity Rhythms and Their Association with 
Adiposity Outcomes in Older Men

Advisor and Thesis Supervisor Cici Bauer, PhD

Ran Hu
Thesis

Assessing Sleep Efficiency of Nulliparous Women in the Third Trimester of Pregnancy

Advisor Stacia DeSantis, PhD; Thesis Supervisor Ruosha Li, PhD

Sun-Hee Kim
Thesis

Prognostic Impact of Inflammatory Factors in Stage III Melanoma

Advisor and Thesis Supervisor Ruosha Li, PhD

Lee Minnetti
Thesis

Associations Between Age and Sex on COVID-19 Case Hospitalization, Dyspnea Prevalence and 
Fever Prevalence in October 2020 Franklin County, Ohio

Advisor and Thesis Supervisor Baojiang Chen, PhD

Brandon Michael Nussbaum
Thesis

Application of Imputation Methods to a Childhood Obesity Intervention Survey

Advisor Xi Luo, PhD; Thesis Supervisor Folefac D. Atem, PhD

Vikas Cherukupally Reddy
Thesis

Analyzing the Impact of Diagnostic Measurements and Medical Variables in Predicting the Onset of 
Diabetes Mellitus in a Subpopulation of the Pima

Advisor Hongjian Zhu, PhD; Thesis Supervisor William Perkison, MD

Rachit Sabharwal*
Thesis

BioRec: Biomedical Recommendation System for Academic Conferences and Journals

Advisor and Thesis Supervisor Ashraf Yaseen, PhD

Yue Shi
Thesis

Assessing the Relationship Between Temperature and COVID-19 Daily Cases

Advisor and Thesis Supervisor Michael Swartz, PhD

Urooj Wahid
Thesis

The Relationship of Multiple Cytokine Measures and Pain Response Before and After Induction of 
Pain in Humans

Advisor and Thesis Supervisor Stacia DeSantis, PhD

Yushu Wang
Thesis

Statistical Methods for Risk Factor Analyses of T2DM Symptoms Based on a Nationwide EHR 
Database: A Nested Case-Control Study

Advisor Xi Luo, PhD; Thesis Supervisor Hulin Wu, PhD

Shengting Xu*
Thesis

Incorporating Machine Learning Algorithm in Modified Quality by Design Approach on Simulated 
Penicillin Fermentation Dataset

Advisor and Thesis Supervisor Luis Leon Novelo, PhD

Joy Yoo
Robert H. Bigelow Endowed Scholarship

Thesis

Predicting the Antibody Test Results for COVID-19 Using Machine Learning Methods

Advisor and Thesis Supervisor Ashraf Yaseen, PhD

Xiaorui Zhang
Thesis

Variable Selection in Ultra-High Dimensional Feature Space Using Box-Cox Transformation and 
Sure Independence Screening

Advisor and Thesis Supervisor Baojiang Chen, PhD

Rania Abdelkhaleq
Advisor Cici Bauer, PhD

Samer Abu Dayeh
Advisor Trudy Krause, DrPH

Temiloluwa Adejuyigbe
Advisor Jack Tsai, PhD

Olufunmilayo Omolade Adewoye
Advisor Mark Phelps, JD

Oluwatoni Adewuyi
Advisor Laura Aubree Shay, PhD

Imran Ahmed Moinuddin*
Advisor Shreela V. Sharma, PhD

Nnennaya Akabogu
Advisor David Douphrate, PhD

Omar Akram
Advisor John R. Herbold, DVM, PhD

Eman Al-Haj
Advisor Timothy Walker, PhD

Angelita Alaniz
Advisor Maria E. Fernandez, PhD

Karina Albab
Advisor Steven H. Kelder, PhD

Saira Alex
Advisor Linda B. Piller, MD

Amreen Ali
Advisor Ashish Deshmukh, PhD

Rachel Allred
Thesis

The Association Between Food Insecurity and Depression and Anxiety Among a Sample of Diabetic 
and/or Hypertensive Senegalese Women

Advisor and Thesis Supervisor Melissa Harrell, PhD

Laura Anaya Rodriguez
Advisor Shreela V. Sharma, PhD

Amari Symoné Anderson
Advisor Kimberly Baker, DrPH

Taylor Alena Anderson
Advisor Qian Xiao, PhD

Brittany Marie Antopia
Advisor David Gimeno, PhD

Holly Arimo Njoku*
Advisor Christine Markham, PhD

Christopher Lee Armijo
Advisor John R. Herbold, DVM, PhD

Brittan Victoria Elliott Armstrong
Advisor Linda B. Piller, MD

Melinda Sue Arrieta
Advisor A.J. Agopian, PhD

Kevin Asirifi
Advisor Christine Markham, PhD

Andrea Augustine*
Aurelia Murphy Killian Endowment in Public Health

Advisor Laura Mitchell, PhD

Noveen Ausat
Aurelia Murphy Killian Endowment in Public Health

UTHealth School of Public Health Dean’s Scholarship

Advisor Xianglin L. Du, MBBS, PhD

Malak Abdulhamid Awad
Advisor Ross Shegog, PhD

Amandeep Banwait
Advisor Melissa Harrell, PhD

Timothy Barr
Advisor John R. Herbold, DVM, PhD

Kendall Lauren Barton
Advisor Steven H. Kelder, PhD

Emily Baysden
Advisor Gordon Shen, PhD

Katherine Anne Benandi
Advisor Charles Darkoh, PhD

Elyes Benantar
Advisor Melissa Harrell, PhD

Emille Natalia Benavides
Advisor A.J. Agopian, PhD

Madison Leah Bencomo
Advisor Kristina Mena, PhD
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Raven Bennett
Advisor Gretchen L. Gemeinhardt, PhD

Nyssa Berlanga
Advisor Paige Padgett Wermuth, PhD

Jessica Davis Bethel
Advisor John R. Herbold, DVM, PhD

Valentina Bibko
Advisor Paige Padgett Wermuth, PhD

Eric Bieniek
G. Roger Florky Memorial Scholarship

Advisor Wei-Chung Su, PhD

Alykhan Hyder Bijani
Advisor Han Chen, PhD

Morgan Bily
Advisor Alanna C. Morrison, PhD

Kalen Stuart Blackburn
Advisor Paul de Vries, PhD

Lori Nicole Boies
Thesis

Identification of Anthracycline-Induced Cardiotoxic Susceptible Loci in Childhood Cancer Survivors

Advisor Alanna C. Morrison, PhD; Thesis Supervisor Michelle Hildebrandt, PhD

Sameera Tezra Bolton Taylor
D. Jack Kilian Memorial Scholarship

Advisor Eric Brown, PhD

Amanda Elizabeth Boornazian
Advisor Linda B. Piller, MD

Madeline Marie Borel*
Advisor Marlyn Allicock, PhD

Riley Brayton
Thesis

Predictors of Postpartum Appointment Attendance and Content Meeting ACOG Clinical 
Guidelines, 2017-2019: A Cross-Sectional Study

Advisor and Thesis Supervisor Gregory Knell, PhD

Esther Bronstein
Advisor Christine Markham, PhD

Leanna Angela Brooks
Advisor Robert Morgan, PhD

Megan Brown
Laura S. Moore and Don Sanders Scholarship

Advisor Jeanne Piga-Plunkett, MS

Natalee Nicole Bustos
Advisor Irene Tami-Maury, DMD, DrPH

Elizabeth Callahan*
Advisor Harold Kohl III, PhD

Jennifer Arlenne Camacho
Advisor Harold Kohl III, PhD

Sophia Mae Cantor
Advisor Melissa Harrell, PhD

Erin Kelsey Caton
Advisor Hongyu Miao, PhD

Natalia C. Chacon
Advisor Maria E. Fernandez-Esquer, PhD

Kory Chandler
Advisor David Douphrate, PhD

Aparajita Chandrasekhar
Aurelia Murphy Killian Endowment in Public Health

Advisor Melissa Fleschler Peskin, PhD

Ana Fernanda Chavez
Advisor Belinda Flores Hernandez, PhD

Jonathan Yang-en Chen
Advisor Linda B. Piller, MD

Sai Sammitha Cheruvu
Advisor Han Chen, PhD

Adrienne Chestang
Advisor Alanna C. Morrison, PhD

Petrolina Chilaka
Advisor Gretchen L. Gemeinhardt, PhD

Chandler Story Childress
Advisor Paul de Vries, PhD

Minyoung Chung
Advisor John R. Herbold, DVM, PhD

Kara Churovich
Aurelia Murphy Killian Endowment in Public Health

Advisor Alanna C. Morrison, PhD

Hernan Colmenero
Advisor Belinda M. Reininger, DrPH

Frederick McKae Cramer*
Thesis

Determining the Seroprevalence and Risk Factors for Spotted Fever Group and Typhus Group 
Rickettsia Along the Texas-Mexico Border

Advisor Blake Hanson, PhD; Thesis Supervisor Sarah Katherine Gunter, PhD

Elisha Wesley Crane*
Advisor Han Chen, PhD

Benjamin Aaron Cristol*
Advisor Harold Kohl III, PhD

Vanessa Maria Cruz
Advisor Jeanne Piga-Plunkett, MS

Mira Prashant Dani
Advisor Linda Highfield, PhD

Breisha Daugherty
Advisor Marlyn Allicock, PhD

Asha Davidson*
Advisor Vanessa Schick, PhD

Julie Davidson
Advisor Sheryl A. McCurdy, PhD

William Tyler Davis
Advisor John R. Herbold, DVM, PhD

Grecia Guadalupe De La Cerda
Advisor Anna Wilkinson, PhD

Paula Adeline De Souza Glaser
Laura S. Moore and Don Sanders Scholarship

Advisor Jeanne Piga-Plunkett, MS

Robert Garner Delbello
Alfonso H. Holguin MD/MPH Scholarship

Advisor Melissa Valerio-Shewmaker, PhD

Marie Elise Diaz
Advisor John R. Herbold, DVM, PhD

Victoria Marie Diaz
Advisor Kristina Mena, PhD

Aylin Alexa Diaz-Valladares
Advisor Marcia C. de Oliveira Otto, PhD

Reilly Dillon
Advisor Gretchen Walton, JD

Tiffany Clare Dimaano*
Advisor Blake Hanson, PhD

May-Hui Ding
Advisor Laura Aubree Shay, PhD

Marcia Catherine Diulus
Advisor Jeanne Piga-Plunkett, MS

Joanna Sweeya Doredla
Advisor Nalini Ranjit, PhD

Tristan Grace Dorn
Advisor Melissa Valerio-Shewmaker, PhD

Candice Kim Drinkwater
Advisor Anna Wilkinson, PhD

Ivanna Duong
Adisor Paige Padgett Wermuth, PhD

Jesus Mariano Duran Ramirez
UTHealth School of Public Health Dean’s Scholarship

Thesis

Determining the Efficacy of the Triple Antibiotic Irrigant Used During Breast Implant Surgery

Advisor Alanna C. Morrison, PhD; Thesis Supervisor Jennifer Walker, PhD

Nicolette Enenmoh
Advisor Trudy Krause, DrPH

Alejandra Esparza
Serafy Foundation Endowed Scholarship in Public Health

Advisor Audrey Choh, PhD

Aniekeme Saturday Etuk*
Advisor David R. Lairson, PhD

Callie Evarts
Advisor Deanna M. Hoelscher, PhD

Adanma Peace Ezenekwe
Advisor Blake Hanson, PhD

Karina Elena Farias
Joe McCormick and Sue Fisher-Hoch Public Health Scholarship Endowment

Advisor Belinda M. Reininger, DrPH

Matthew Feck
Advisor Belinda Flores Hernandez, PhD
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Kaylee Lynn Fish
Baptist Health Foundation of San Antonio Scholarship

Advisor David Gimeno, PhD

Hazel Orozco Flores*
Lauren and Adam Strauss Endowed Scholarship

Advisor Michael Cannell, PhD

Nicolas Fonseca-Escobar
Advisor Shreela V. Sharma, PhD

Serena Noelle Foster
Advisor Marcia C. de Oliveira Otto, PhD

Leah Robbins Fowler*
Advisor Paul Rowan, PhD

Marissa Bree Gagliardo
Thesis

Understanding the Association Between ABO Blood Type and SARS-CoV-2 Infection: A Systematic 
Review of Case-Control, Cohort, and Cross-Sectional Studies

Advisor and Thesis Supervisor Katelyn Jetelina, PhD

Claire Lauren Gahm
Advisor Vanessa Schick, PhD

Yue Gao
Advisor Bijal Balasubramanian, MBBS, PhD

Isabella Garcia
Advisor Belinda Flores Hernandez, PhD

Maria Elena Garcia
Advisor Andrew E. Springer, DrPH

Daniel Garza
Advisor Sarah Messiah, PhD

Diandrea Rose Garza*
Advisor Adriana Perez, PhD

Ella Garza
Thesis

A Cross-Sectional Study of Depressive Symptoms and Marital Status Among Mexican Americans in 
the Rio Grande Valley

Advisor and Thesis Supervisor Joseph B. McCormick, MD

Yves Sebastian Garza
Advisor Gregory Knell, PhD

Alethea Gauthier
Advisor Courtney Erin Byrd-Williams, PhD

Danielle Ashley Giaccio
Advisor Stephen H. Linder, PhD

Swetha Gogu
Advisor John R. Herbold, DVM, PhD

Abigail Rea Grace
Advisor David Gimeno, PhD

Kent Carl Grimes
Advisor Kristina Mena, PhD

Joshua Guerra
Advisor David Gimeno, PhD

Crystal Yi Guo
Advisor Jan Bressler, PhD

Stephen Haff*
Thesis

Retrospective Study of Clinical and Health Care Utilization for Uninsured Patients Receiving 
Dialysis at Parkland Hospital

Advisor Bijal Balasubramanian, MBBS, PhD; Thesis Supervisor Kavita Bhavan, MD

Amier Haissam Haidar
Carolyn and Matt Khourie Endowed Scholarship in Nutrition

Clifford G. Campbell Scholarship in Public Health

Denton A. Cooley Transformation and Hope Scholarship

Dr. Raymond Chinn MD/MPH McGovern Medical School Program Scholarship

Management, Policy and Community Health Department Scholarship

Thomas F. Burks Scholarship for Academic Merit

Advisor Linda B. Piller, MD

Swaiba Hamid
Aurelia Murphy Killian Endowment in Public Health

Advisor Deanna M. Hoelscher, PhD

Jaison Samuel Hampson
Susan G. Sampson Endowed Memorial Scholarship

Advisor Mark Phelps, JD

Salwan Hanoudi*
Advisor Gretchen L. Gemeinhardt, PhD

Brittany Hansen
Advisor John R. Herbold, DVM, PhD

Madison Hansen
Advisor Steven H. Kelder, PhD

Maher Hasan
Advisor Melissa Harrell, PhD

Taimur Hassan
Advisor Shreela V. Sharma, PhD

Weiheng He
Advisor Sarah Messiah, PhD

Ema Katherine Helfrich*
Advisor Gregory Knell, PhD

Valerie Grace Henson
Advisor Gordon Shen, PhD

Cristal Hernandez
Advisor John R. Herbold, DVM, PhD

Michelle Hernandez
Advisor Anabel Rodriguez, PhD

Perrin Simone Hines
Advisor Shreela V. Sharma, PhD

Marissa Lira Hinkel
Advisor David Douphrate, PhD

Annie Luu Ho
Advisor Rebecca Wells, PhD

Khiem Hoai Nguyen Hoang
Advisor Michael Cannell, PhD

Elisabeth Clymer Hockersmith
Advisor Belinda Flores Hernandez, PhD

Olivia Grace Hoffstadt*
Baptist Health Foundation of San Antonio Scholarship

Advisor Melissa Valerio-Shewmaker, PhD

John Michael Hollier*
Thesis

United States Healthcare Burden of Pediatric Functional Gastrointestinal Pain Disorder 
Hospitalizations from 2002 to 2018

Advisor and Thesis Supervisor David R. Lairson, PhD

Sayeeda R. Hossain
Advisor Gregory Knell, PhD

Marisa Hudson
Advisor Linda B. Piller, MD

Sarah Page Huepenbecker*
Advisor Suja S. Rajan, PhD

Glory Hughes
Advisor Melissa Valerio-Shewmaker, PhD

Rebecca Marie Hughey
Advisor Andrew E. Springer, DrPH

Syed Hyder Hussain
Management, Policy and Community Health Department Scholarship

Advisor Trudy Krause, DrPH

Abraham Hwang
Advisor Katelyn Jetelina, PhD

Myriam Alejandra Ibarra*
Leslie A. Chambers Endowed Scholarship

Susanne M. Savely Environmental Sciences Scholarship

Advisor Mary Ann Smith, PhD

Robert Icenogle
Advisor David Douphrate, PhD

Courtney Dawn Ingersoll
Advisor Harold Kohl III, PhD

Carol Jacob
Catherine Tyrrell Campbell Scholarship in Public Health

Advisor Christine Markham, PhD

Seema Jain
Advisor Bijal Balasubramanian, MBBS, PhD

Reena Paresh Jasani
Advisor Bijal Balasubramanian, MBBS, PhD

Pranav Jayaraman
Clifford G. Campbell Scholarship in Public Health

Advisor Baojiang Chen, PhD

Krupa Arvin Jiva*
Advisor David Gimeno, PhD

Kaitlin Elisabeth Joest
Advisor Linda B. Piller, MD

Brittany N. Jones
Laura S. Moore and Don Sanders Scholarship

Advisor Jeanne Piga-Plunkett, MS

Jasmine Nicole Jones

Advisor Shreela V. Sharma, PhD

Katherine Leigh Jones*
Advisor Deanna M. Hoelscher, PhD
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Tyanthony Jamall Jones
Advisor Jan Bressler, PhD

Abiya Anna Joshy
Advisor Qian Xiao, PhD

Johncy John Kachira*
Advisor Linda Highfield, PhD

Mithila Reddy Kareti
Advisor Michael Cannell, PhD

Alisha Kashyap
Advisor Harold Kohl III, PhD

Manvitha Venkatasai Katta
Advisor Linda B. Piller, MD

Sarah Nicole Kauffman
Advisor Courtney Erin Byrd-Williams, PhD

Isra Kazi
Advisor Anna Wilkinson, PhD

Ayida Kebede
Advisor Gordon Shen, PhD

Kiel Kenning
G. Roger Florky Memorial Scholarship

Advisor Wei-Chung Su, PhD

Habiba Zulfiqar Khan
Advisor Kristina Mena, PhD

Maliha Khan
Advisor Steven H. Kelder, PhD

Amelia Khoei
Advisor Linda B. Piller, MD

Hibah Nabeel A Khoja
Advisor Xi Luo, PhD

Thuc An V. Kieu
Advisor Gretchen L. Gemeinhardt, PhD

Debora K. Kim
Advisor Christine Markham, PhD

Hyun Kyun Kim
Advisor John R. Herbold, DVM, PhD

Laura Emily Klein
Advisor Jan Bressler, PhD

Shannon Marie Knapp
Laura S. Moore and Don Sanders Scholarship

Advisor Jeanne Piga-Plunkett, MS

Garrett Kneese
Advisor Melissa Valerio-Shewmaker, PhD

Melissa Yee-Mei Kok
Advisor Linda B. Piller, MD

Alexandra Hope Koops
Advisor Catherine L. Troisi, PhD

Anna Marie Lane
Advisor Harold Kohl III, PhD

Carschana Ruthney Laporte
Management, Policy and Community Health Department Scholarship

Advisor Kalyani Sonawane, PhD

Athena N. Le
Advisor Trudy Krause, DrPH

Andres Lerma
Advisor Louis Brown, PhD

Emily Claire Levin
Advisor Jeanne Piga-Plunkett, MS

Jantel Byronique Lewis
Advisor Xianglin L. Du, MBBS, PhD

Brittany M. Liebhard
Thesis

A Spatial Analysis of Syphilis and Associated Neighborhood Vulnerability Among Women of 
Reproductive Age in Texas

Advisor Alanna C. Morrison, PhD; Thesis Supervisor Ryan Ramphul, PhD

Priscilla H. Liem
Advisor Folefac D. Atem, PhD

William Lightle
Advisor Marcia C. de Oliveira Otto, PhD

Kristin Ligon
Advisor Kymberle Landrum Sterling, DrPH

Su Jin Lim
Advisor Rebecca Wells, PhD

Nicole Simone Linnard
Advisor Paul de Vries, PhD

Khalil Lion
Advisor David Gimeno, PhD

Ebonie Lopez
Advisor Irene Tami-Maury, DMD, DrPH, 

Yisel Lopez
Advisor Andrew E. Springer, DrPH

Rebecca Nicole Lozoya
Advisor Belinda M. Reininger, DrPH

Claudia Luna-Meza
Advisor Alanna C. Morrison, PhD

Megan Lutchman
Advisor Linda B. Piller, MD

Erin Clare Madden
Advisor Marlyn Allicock, PhD

Swetha Maddipudi
Advisor Melissa Valerio-Shewmaker, PhD

Cristina Madero
Advisor David Gimeno, PhD

Sindhuja Mahalingam
John E. Scanlon Memorial Scholarship

Advisor David Gimeno, PhD

Amna Mahmud
Advisor Alanna C. Morrison, PhD

Megan Mai
Advisor Blake Hanson, PhD

Tiffany Truc Mai
Advisor Trudy Krause, DrPH

Ryan Drew Majors
Advisor David Douphrate, PhD

Catalina Malinowski
Advisor Laura Mitchell, PhD

Anjali Mangrola
Advisor Katelyn Jetelina, PhD

Steven Juan Mao
Advisor Gretchen L. Gemeinhardt, PhD

Elisabeth Sarah Markman
Advisor Mark Phelps, JD

Abraham Martinez
Advisor Rebecca Wells, PhD

Patenne Dolores Mathews*
Advisor Belinda M. Reininger, DrPH

Casey Lee McAtee
Thesis

Genome-Wide Association Study Identifies an Association Between a Polymorphism in 
Mitochondrial Antiviral Signaling Protein and HIV-Associated Kaposi Sarcoma

Advisor George Delclos, MD, PhD; Thesis Supervisor Michael E. Scheurer, PhD

Rispba Nerine McCraygarrison*
Advisor George Delclos, MD, PhD

Robert A. McGowan
Thesis

Tuberculosis Clinics as a Hub for The Diagnosis of Type 2 Diabetes? A Cost-Effectiveness Study

Advisor Anna Wilkinson, PhD; Thesis Supervisor Blanca I. Restrepo, PhD

Steven Mehl
Advisor Xianglin L. Du, MBBS, PhD

Pareesa Mehra
Advisor George Delclos, MD, PhD

Jennie Beth Blinn Meier
Advisor Bijal Balasubramanian, MBBS, PhD

Erika Mendoza Duque
Advisor Mark Phelps, JD

Alisha Merchant
Carolyn and Matt Khourie Endowed Scholarship in Nutrition

Advisor John McWhorter, PhD

Hannah Gokingco Mesa
Advisor David Gimeno, PhD

Clarissa Andrea Meza
Advisor Melissa Valerio-Shewmaker, PhD

Jennifer Min*
Advisor Marlyn Allicock, PhD

Genesis Jaylenne Miranda
Advisor William Perkison, MD
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Iqra Yaqub Mirza
Advisor Paul de Vries, PhD

Courtney Mae Mitchell
Laura S. Moore and Don Sanders Scholarship

Advisor Jeanne Piga-Plunkett, MS

Eleanor Moffett
Advisor John R. Herbold, DVM, PhD

Thatianne A. Moreira
Advisor Luis Leon Novelo, PhD

Chelsea Serra Moreno*
Advisor David Gimeno, PhD

Victoria De Jesus Moreno
Advisor Shreela V. Sharma, PhD

Fatemeh Movaghari Pour*
UTHealth School of Public Health Dean’s Scholarship

Advisor John R. Herbold, DVM, PhD

Trisha Mulamreddy

Advisor Linda B. Piller, MD

Roi San N’Hpang
Advisor Anna Wilkinson, PhD

Geetanjali Naik
Advisor Steven H. Kelder, PhD

Padmaja Vinay Naik*
Advisor William Perkison, MD

Aswathi Nair
Advisor Mark Phelps, JD

Hayden Naizer*
Thesis

Measuring the Association Between the Use of Magnetic Resonance Imaging and Changes  
in Disease-Modifying Therapies for People with Multiple Sclerosis in the United States  
from 2018 to 2019

Advisor and Thesis Supervisor Harold Kohl III, PhD

Courtney Ann Newman
Advisor Sarah Messiah, PhD

Diane Nguyen
Advisor Casey Durand, PhD

Linh Vivian Ngoc Nguyen
Advisor Bijal Balasubramanian, MBBS, PhD

Lynn H. Nguyen
Advisor Gordon Shen, PhD

Michelle Kim Nguyen
Advisor Maria E. Fernandez-Esquer, PhD

Zoë Njemanze
Aurelia Murphy Killian Endowment in Public Health

Thesis

A Case Study Analysis of Texas’ Universities Mental Health Professionals and Microaggressions of 
Black College Students at Predominantly White Institutions

Advisor and Thesis Supervisor Kimberly Baker, DrPH

Faith Noah
Advisor Steven H. Kelder, PhD

Jonathan Carl Novak*
Advisor Rebecca Wells, PhD

Karen Amparito Nunez*
Advisor Blanca I. Restrepo, PhD

Aislinn O'Kelly
Advisor Jeanne Piga-Plunkett, MS

Ego’ Obi Ofili
Advisor David Douphrate, PhD

Mobolanle Olufemi Olubanwo
Advisor Mark Phelps, JD

Daniela Orozco
Advisor David Gimeno, PhD

Erin I. Orozco
Advisor Linda B. Piller, MD

Mariah Ortega
Advisor David Douphrate, PhD

Parysa Shireen Oskouipour
Advisor Shreela V. Sharma, PhD

Lashawn Oyibo
Advisor Anna Wilkinson, PhD

Brittany Mae Page
Advisor Gretchen L. Gemeinhardt, PhD

Stephen Faust Palasi
Advisor William Perkison, MD

Katherine Sophia Panettiere Kennedy
Advisor Bijal Balasubramanian, MBBS, PhD

Kalia Pannell
Advisor Kimberly Baker, DrPH

Vanessa Parejo
Advisor Rebecca Wells, PhD

Akta Patel
Advisor Gregory Knell, PhD

Arti Patel
Advisor Kai Zhang, PhD

Neha Patel
Advisor Ross Shegog, PhD

Radhika Kamal Patel
Advisor Harold Kohl III, PhD

Sharmila Paul
Advisor Steven H. Kelder, PhD

Alisha R. Paz
Advisor Kalyani Sonawane, PhD

Joseph Pecha
Advisor Linda B. Piller, MD

Addison Marie Peck
Advisor Joseph B. McCormick, MD

Diego Patricio Peralta Rojas
Advisor Kristina Mena, PhD

Melissa Pham
Advisor Gretchen L. Gemeinhardt, PhD

Sylvia Phan
Advisor Han Chen, PhD

Luke Pickerill
Advisor Goo Jun, PhD

Ana Laura Pineda Reyes
Advisor John R. Herbold, DVM, PhD

Cesar Leonardo Pinzon Gomez
D. Jack Kilian Memorial Scholarship

Advisor George Delclos, MD, PhD

John Placide
Advisor Linda B. Piller, MD

Ankita Podichetty*
Advisor Ross Shegog, PhD

Raymond Porras
Advisor John R. Herbold, DVM, PhD

Eliza Lorraine Posada
Advisor Paul Rowan, PhD

Jesse Angelo Acedillo Potestas
Lu-Yu Hwang, MD, and R. Palmer Beasley, MD, Scholarship in Global Health

Advisor Kim Waller, PhD

Landon Presnall
Advisor Linda B. Piller, MD

Aila Prieto
Advisor Goo Jun, PhD

Joanna Nicole Putman
Advisor David Douphrate, PhD

Rachel Dawn Quick
Laura S. Moore and Don Sanders Scholarship

Advisor Jeanne Piga-Plunkett, MS

Priyanka Rana
Advisor Folefac D. Atem, PhD

Selvalakshmi Rathinavelu
Advisor Blanca I. Restrepo, PhD

Karen Juliana Rativa Forero
Advisor Goo Jun, PhD

Chelsea Deshae Reddic
Advisor Paige Padgett Wermuth, PhD

Aishwarya Reddy
Advisor Jenil Patel, MBBS, PhD

David Rios
Advisor George Delclos, MD, PhD

David Roberts
Advisor David Douphrate, PhD

Alejandro Rodriguez
Advisor Katelyn Jetelina, PhD

*Delta Omega Honorary Society in Public Health *Delta Omega Honorary Society in Public Health
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candidates receiving the degree of  Master of Public Health candidates receiving the degree of  Master of Public Health

Ysenia Nicole Rodriguez
Advisor David Douphrate, PhD

Amparo Rodriguez Cestero
Thesis

Perceptions of Loneliness and Social Isolation Prior and Post Periods of Disasters Among Adults  
65 Years of Age and Older Living in Rural Puerto Rico: A Scoping Review

Advisor Catherine L. Troisi, PhD; Thesis Supervisor Aaron Guest, PhD

Connor Sandford Rollings
Advisor Marcia C. de Oliveira Otto, PhD

Maximiliano Roman*
Advisor Gretchen L. Gemeinhardt, PhD

Reynaldo Romero Jr.
Advisor Paige Padgett Wermuth, PhD

Clarissa Ronquillo
Advisor Andrew E. Springer, DrPH

Muhammad Safwatullah*
Advisor Anna Wilkinson, PhD

Reem Marie Salhab
Advisor Alexandra van den Berg, PhD

Eleonore Nabil Saliba
Advisor Alejandra Fernandez, MD

Ryan Xavier Salinas
Advisor John R. Herbold, DVM, PhD

Danielle Leigh Salinsky
Advisor Shreela V. Sharma, PhD

Megan Lindsey Sambell
People with AIDS International Public Health Scholarship

Advisor Trudy Krause, DrPH

Daphne Elizabeth Sanchez*
Advisor Anna Wilkinson, PhD

Valeria Sanchez
Advisor Melissa Harrell, PhD

Hector Sanchez Jr.
Advisor Mark Phelps, JD

Jeleise Sands
Baptist Health Foundation of San Antonio Scholarship

Advisor Jack Tsai, PhD

Maryanne Elizabeth Sapon*
Advisor Gretchen L. Gemeinhardt, PhD

Helen Schafer
Advisor Steven H. Kelder, PhD

Kylie Schaper
Advisor Gretchen Walton, JD

Tahirah Scott
Advisor Zhi-Dong Jiang, DrPH, MD

Beatrice Secheli
Advisor Michael Cannell, PhD

Kathryn Shahan
Advisor Michael Cannell, PhD

Kristen Shaver*
President James T. Willerson/Nancy Beamer Willerson Scholarship in the School of 

Public Health

Advisor Anna Wilkinson, PhD

Zarana Patel Shavers
Advisor William Perkison, MD

Allison Katherine Shay*
Advisor George Delclos, MD, PhD

Tiffany Finnell Shepherd
Advisor Gretchen L. Gemeinhardt, PhD

Jizyah Injil Shorts
Advisor Lara Staub Savas, PhD

Ifeoluwa Tolulope Shoyombo
Thesis

Testing Patterns for Syphilis and Other Sexually Transmitted Infections in Pregnant Women 
Presenting to Emergency Departments

Advisor Baojiang Chen, PhD; Thesis Supervisor Folefac D. Atem, PhD

Hui Min Shirlyn Sia
Ronald B. Harrist Scholarship in Public Health

Thesis

Demographic Factors Associated with Changes in Attitudes Toward Couple Violence from 
Adolescence to Young Adulthood

Advisor Nalini Ranjit, PhD; Thesis Supervisor Melissa Fleschler Peskin, PhD

Amrita Sidhu*
President James T. Willerson/Nancy Beamer Willerson Scholarship in the School of 

Public Health

Advisor Christine Markham, PhD

Adiaratou Sidibe
G. Roger Florky Memorial Scholarship

Advisor Wei-Chung Su, PhD

Prachi Suraj Singh
Advisor Folefac D. Atem, PhD

Demetria Joy Smith-Graziani
Advisor Craig L. Hanis, PhD

Matthew Alan Snow
Advisor Gretchen L. Gemeinhardt, PhD

Nikita Sojan
Advisor Folefac D. Atem, PhD

Anika Victoria Stankov*
Advisor Harold Kohl III, PhD

Hannah Joyce Steinmetz
Advisor Paige Padgett Wermuth, PhD

Susan Noel Stewart
Advisor Steven H. Kelder, PhD

Asia Brianna Danielle Strong
Advisor Gretchen Walton, JD

Mackenzie Kennedy Sullivan*
Advisor Gretchen L. Gemeinhardt, PhD

Durriya Sutarwalla
Advisor Rebecca Wells, PhD

Tyler Swate
Advisor Blake Hanson, PhD

Tsega Takele
Advisor Dejian Lai, PhD

Emily Tehrani
Advisor Emily Hebert Arsers, DrPH

Tierney Kaitlin Thomison
Advisor Paula Cuccaro, PhD

Jada Justine Nanya Thompson*
Advisor Kimberly Baker, DrPH

Addison JaMell Thurston
Baptist Health Foundation of San Antonio Scholarship

Advisor David Douphrate, PhD

Jay D. Todd*
Advisor Mark Phelps, JD

Baileigh Jae Toenes
Advisor Deanna M. Hoelscher, PhD

Simone Giselle Trevas
Advisor Melissa Harrell, PhD

Page Mackenzie Trotter
Advisor Kalyani Sonawane, PhD

Karlyn Tunnell
Advisor Bijal Balasubramanian, MBBS, PhD

Carisa Urrea
Thesis

Digital Access as a Social Determinant of Health for Austin Area Youth

Advisor and Thesis Supervisor Andrew E. Springer, DrPH

Sophia Lisette Vargas*
Advisor Marcia C. de Oliveira Otto, PhD

Fernanda Velasco-Huerta
Thesis

A Cross-Sectional Study of the Association Between Food Insecurity and Type II Diabetes Among 
Low-Income Older Adults in the US

Advisor Blake Hanson, PhD; Thesis Supervisor Daphne C. Hernandez, PhD

Mallory Vial
Advisor Linda B. Piller, MD

Paola Vidal
Thesis

Variation and Heritability of Laboratory Values of Metabolic Elements in Blood and Urine in 
Self-Reported Hispanics

Advisor and Thesis Supervisor Joseph B. McCormick, MD

Namrata Walia*
Advisor Bing Yu, PhD

Katherine Elizabeth Walsh
Advisor Steven H. Kelder, PhD

Brendan Bernard Walsh III
G. Roger Florky Memorial Scholarship

Advisor Wei-Chung Su, PhD

Jennifer Susan Wang
Advisor Jan Bressler, PhD

Sanaa Hashmi Waqif*
Advisor Gretchen L. Gemeinhardt, PhD

*Delta Omega Honorary Society in Public Health *Delta Omega Honorary Society in Public Health
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candidates receiving the degree of  Master of Public Health

Chelsey Lin Wen
Richard M. Grimes Scholarship in Public Health

Advisor Melissa Fleschler Peskin, PhD

Anissa Marie West
Advisor Anna Wilkinson, PhD

Allyson Rose Wheeler
Management, Policy and Community Health Department Scholarship

Advisor Vanessa Schick, PhD

Madeline Dixon Whitney
Advisor Kristina Mena, PhD

Aaron Jarrod Williams
Advisor Gretchen Walton, JD

Sidnee Wilson
Management, Policy and Community Health Department Scholarship

Advisor Vanessa Schick, PhD

Caitlin Winebrenner
Advisor Bijal Balasubramanian, MBBS, PhD

Kimberly L. Wodstrchill*
Advisor Paula Cuccaro, PhD

Rachel Wood
Laura S. Moore and Don Sanders Scholarship

Advisor Jeanne Piga-Plunkett, MS

Hana Woyt
Advisor Paige Padgett Wermuth, PhD

Benjamin Wroblewski
Advisor Steven H. Kelder, PhD

Juliana Wu
Advisor Jan Bressler, PhD

Jing Xie*
Advisor Baojiang Chen, PhD

Chuheng Xing
Advisor Xianglin L. Du, MBBS, PhD

Chiu Feng Yap
Advisor Bijal Balasubramanian, MBBS, PhD

Jarod Yap
Aurelia Murphy Killian Endowment in Public Health

Advisor Christine Markham, PhD

Abby Caroline Ybarra
Dr. Raymond Chinn MD/MPH McGovern Medical School Program Scholarship

Advisor Linda B. Piller, MD

Rose Yeh
Thesis

Addressing Social Determinants of Health Through Telemedicine

Advisor Kristina Mena, PhD; Thesis Supervisor Joseph B. McCormick, MD

Marissa R. Young
Advisor Johnny M. Wilkerson, PhD

Fatima Zamudio
Laura S. Moore and Don Sanders Scholarship

Advisor Jeanne Piga-Plunkett, MS

Abdelaziz Zeid
Advisor Gretchen L. Gemeinhardt, PhD

Stephanie Zhao*
Dr. Raymond Chinn MD/MPH McGovern Medical School Program Scholarship

Advisor Linda B. Piller, MD

Tiffany Ting-Li Zhou
Advisor Linda B. Piller, MD

Khadija Ziauddin
Advisor Christine Markham, PhD

Angela A. Zieba
Thesis

The Changing Epidemiology of Clostridioides Difficile: A Systematic Review

Advisor Melissa Harrell, PhD; Thesis Supervisor Charles Darkoh, PhD

James Martin Zuraw*
Advisor Susan T. Emery, PhD

*Delta Omega Honorary Society in Public Health
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Since its founding in 1972, Cizik School of Nursing at UTHealth Houston   
has been recognized as a place where exceptional faculty members help 
high-achieving students learn, discover, and practice the art and science  
of nursing. The school provides rigorous educational, clinical, and research  
opportunities, including state-of-the-art facilities for training in patient  
care and for testing new technologies for aging populations. Its broad range  
of academic programs are routinely recognized as among the best  
in the state and the nation. 

In 2017, Jane and Robert Cizik made a landmark gift to the nursing school, giving the school the resources and capacity  

to shape the future of nursing education and health care delivery. In recognition of this transformative gift, the school  

was renamed the Jane and Robert Cizik School of Nursing at UTHealth Houston. This year, Cizik School of Nursing marks  

50 years of preparing nurses for leadership in practice, education, and research.

s c h o o l l e a d e r s h i p

Diane M. Santa Maria, DrPH, MSN, RN, FAAN 
Dean  

The Jane and Robert Cizik Distinguished Chair

Huffington Foundation Endowed Chair  
in Nursing Education Leadership   

Cathy L. Rozmus, PhD, RN, FAAN 
Vice Dean for Academic Affairs 

PARTNERS Professor

Kevin E. Burnett
Associate Dean for Management

Jessica S. Coviello, DNP, RN
Associate Dean for Faculty Development 

Patricia L. Starck/PARTNERS Endowed Professor in Nursing

Constance M. Johnson, PhD, MS, RN, FAAN 
Associate Dean for Research

Maria C. and Christopher J. Pappas Family Distinguished  
Chair in Nursing

Lee and Joseph Jamail Distinguished Professor  
in the School of Nursing 

at UTHealth Houston

CIZIK SCHOOL
OF NURSING



s c h o o l l e a d e r s h i p  continued

Leissa A Roberts, DNP
Associate Dean for Practice and Community Engagement  

Judy Fred Professor in Nursing 

Susan D. Ruppert, PhD, RN, FAAN 
Associate Dean and Chair, Department of Graduate Studies

PARTNERS Endowed Professor in Nursing

Erica Teng-Yuan Yu, PhD, RN 
Associate  Dean and Department Chair of Undergraduate Studies 
Margaret A. Barnett/PARTNERS Professor in Nursing

Melissa D. Ethington, PhD, MSN, RN
Assistant Dean for Admissions and Student Affairs

Elda G. Ramirez, PhD, RN, FAAN
Assistant Dean for Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 

g r a d uat e c a l l e r s  

Linda Cole, DNP, RN 
Coordinator, MSN Program 

Anitra Frederick 
Director, BSN Pacesetter Program 

Kathleen L. Siders, DNP, RN 
Co-Director, DNP Program 

Erica Teng-Yuan Yu, PhD, RN 
Associate Dean and Chair, Department of Undergraduate Studies 

Margaret A. Barnett/PARTNERS Professor in Nursing 

g r a d uat e h o o d e r s a n d c e r e m o n y pa rt i c i pa n t s  

Lisa Boss, PhD, RN 
Co-Director, DNP Program 

Haley DeLaGarza, DNP 
Director ad interim, Nurse Anesthesia 

Geri L. Wood, PhD, RN, FAAN 
Director, PhD Program 

Bette P. Thomas Distinguished Professor in Innovative Health Care Delivery

u n d e rg r a d uat e p i n n e r s  

Hildreth Eloi, DNP, MSN, RN 
Assistant Professor, Department of Undergraduate Studies 

Mandi M. Lyons, DNP, MSN, RN 
Assistant Professor, Department of Undergraduate Studies

T H E  N I G H T I N G A L E  P L E D G E  

i  s o l e m n ly p l e d g e m y s e l f  i n t h e p r e s e n c e  i  s o l e m n ly p l e d g e m y s e l f  i n t h e p r e s e n c e  
o f  t h i s  a s s e m b ly to fa i t h f u l ly p r ac t i c e  o f  t h i s  a s s e m b ly to fa i t h f u l ly p r ac t i c e  
m y p ro f e s s i o n o f n u r s i n g.m y p ro f e s s i o n o f n u r s i n g.

i  w i l l  d o a l l i n m y p ow e r to m a k e a n d  i  w i l l  d o a l l i n m y p ow e r to m a k e a n d  
m a i n ta i n t h e h i g h e s t s ta n d a r d s a n d p r ac t i c e s  m a i n ta i n t h e h i g h e s t s ta n d a r d s a n d p r ac t i c e s  
o f  m y p ro f e s s i o n.o f m y p ro f e s s i o n.

i  w i l l  h o l d i n c o n f i d e n c e a l l  pe r s o n a l  i  w i l l  h o l d i n c o n f i d e n c e a l l  pe r s o n a l  
m at t e r s  c o m m i t t e d  t o  m y  k e e p i n g  i n  t h e  m at t e r s  c o m m i t t e d  t o  m y  k e e p i n g  i n  t h e  
p r ac t i c e o f m y c a l l i n g.p r ac t i c e o f m y c a l l i n g.

i  w i l l  d e vot e m y s e l f  to t h e w e l fa r e  i  w i l l  d e vot e m y s e l f  to t h e w e l fa r e  
o f  m y pat i e n t s ,  m y fa m i ly ,  a n d m y c o m m u n i t y.o f m y pat i e n t s ,  m y fa m i ly ,  a n d m y c o m m u n i t y.

i  w i l l  ta k e  m y  s h a r e  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i  w i l l  ta k e  m y  s h a r e  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
i n  p ro m ot i n g t h e h e a lt h a n d w e l fa r e  i n  p ro m ot i n g t h e h e a lt h a n d w e l fa r e  
o f  t h e c o m m u n i t y.o f t h e c o m m u n i t y.

i  w i l l  c o n s ta n t ly e n d e avo r to i n c r e a s e  i  w i l l  c o n s ta n t ly e n d e avo r to i n c r e a s e  
m y  k n ow l e d g e  a n d  s k i l l s  i n  n u r s i n g  a n d  m y  k n ow l e d g e  a n d  s k i l l s  i n  n u r s i n g  a n d  
to u s e  t h e m w i s e ly .to u s e t h e m w i s e ly .

i  w i l l  z e a lo u s ly s e e k to n u r s e t h o s e w h o a r e  i  w i l l  z e a lo u s ly s e e k to n u r s e t h o s e w h o a r e  
i l l  w h e r e v e r t h e y m ay b e  a n d w h e n e v e r  i l l  w h e r e v e r t h e y m ay b e  a n d w h e n e v e r  
t h e y a r e i n n e e d.t h e y a r e i n n e e d.

i  w i l l  b e  ac t i v e i n a s s i s t i n g ot h e r s  i  w i l l  b e  ac t i v e i n a s s i s t i n g ot h e r s  
i n  s a f e g ua r d i n g a n d p ro m ot i n g t h e h e a lt h  i n  s a f e g ua r d i n g a n d p ro m ot i n g t h e h e a lt h  
a n d h a p p i n e s s  o f m a n k i n d.a n d h a p p i n e s s  o f m a n k i n d.

Adapted from the original pledge by Lystra E. Gretter, 1893Adapted from the original pledge by Lystra E. Gretter, 1893

The Nightingale Pledge, named in honor of Florence Nightingale,  The Nightingale Pledge, named in honor of Florence Nightingale,  

is a modified version of the Hippocratic Oath. It is a statement  is a modified version of the Hippocratic Oath. It is a statement  

of the ethics and principles of the nursing profession in the United States. of the ethics and principles of the nursing profession in the United States. 

More recent revisions reflect an expansion of nursing responsibilities  More recent revisions reflect an expansion of nursing responsibilities  

to encompass patient advocacy and public health.to encompass patient advocacy and public health.

CIZIK  SCHOOL OF  NURSING RE GALIA  CORDS	

Those graduating with a bachelorThose graduating with a bachelor’’s degree with honors (cumulative grade s degree with honors (cumulative grade 
point average of 3.5 or higher) will be wearing gold honor cords.	point average of 3.5 or higher) will be wearing gold honor cords.	

Graduates who have been inducted into Sigma Theta Tau International Honor Graduates who have been inducted into Sigma Theta Tau International Honor 
Society of Nursing are wearing orchid and white honor cords depicting  Society of Nursing are wearing orchid and white honor cords depicting  
their membership in this prestigious society.their membership in this prestigious society.

Representatives to the Student InterCouncil are wearing white sashes given  Representatives to the Student InterCouncil are wearing white sashes given  
to them in honor of their contribution to this important student governance to them in honor of their contribution to this important student governance 
organization.organization.

UTHealth Houston Student Nurses Association members who have  UTHealth Houston Student Nurses Association members who have  
acquired at least 35 service points throughout their time at UTHealth Houston acquired at least 35 service points throughout their time at UTHealth Houston 
will be wearing blue cords in honor of their accomplishments and service  will be wearing blue cords in honor of their accomplishments and service  
to the community.to the community.

Student Government Organization officers are wearing burnt orange  Student Government Organization officers are wearing burnt orange  
cords signifying their hard work and dedication as representatives of the cords signifying their hard work and dedication as representatives of the 
student body.student body.

BSN graduates serving as Ambassadors in the Cizik School of Nursing  BSN graduates serving as Ambassadors in the Cizik School of Nursing  
at UTHealth Houston Ambassador Program are wearing forest green cords  at UTHealth Houston Ambassador Program are wearing forest green cords  
to indicate their completion of leadership development activities with  to indicate their completion of leadership development activities with  
the goal of developing confident, competent and empowered nursing leaders the goal of developing confident, competent and empowered nursing leaders 
who will contribute to improving health and health care.who will contribute to improving health and health care.
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candidates receiving the degree of  Doctor of Nursing Practice 

Jacinta Anuna
Sigma Theta Tau

Project

Implementing a Nutritional Educational Program for Type 2 Diabetes Mellitus Patients

Advisor Susan Stafford, DNP, MPA, MBA, RN 

Julie Patrice Balluck
Community Health and Service Award

Project

Increasing Nursing Leadership Competence and Confidence by Implementing a Novice Nurse 
Leader Development Program

Advisor Beth Ulrich, EdD, RN 

Tiffany Michelle Benita
Project

Workplace Safety: Utilization of Simulation to Improve Management of Aggression and Reduce 
Physical Assault by Patients on Nursing Care Providers in the Acute Care Setting

Advisor Francine Snow, DrPH, MSN, RN 

Samatha Bocage
Project

Implementation of a Procedure acuity Documentation Tool to Improve Charge Capture and 
Operating Room Revenue

Advisor Francine Snow, DrPH, MSN, RN 

Juanna Monique Brandon
Project

Implementing the Just Culture Guide to Improve the Culture of Safety

Advisor Beth Ulrich, EdD, RN 

Deitra Trask Brown
Project

Transitional Care Education of Adolescents with Congenital Heart Disease

Advisor Rebecca Tsusaki, PhD, RN 

Mona Rachell Clark
Project

Implementing a Nurse Champion Program to Reduce Peripheral Intravenous Infiltration and 
Extravasations (PIVIE)

Advisor Lisa Thomas, DNP, RN 

Lisa Dianne Davenport
Harris County Medical Society Alliance Clinical Excellence Award

Project

Creation of a “Code Golden Hour” to Improve Outcomes in Neonates <30 Weeks Gestation

Advisor Francine Snow, DrPH, MSN, RN 

Tamara Lynette Dubose
Project

Developing Resilience in Entry Level Nurse Leaders in an Acute Care Setting

Advisor Marie McBee, DNP, MSN, RN 

Nancy Nguyen Dugas
Project

Initial Management of Insomnia in Older Adults Patients

Advisor Susan Ruppert, PhD, RN 

Dora Aviles Fast
Project

Implementation of Diabetes Model of Care in a Rural Primary Care Clinic

Advisor Carole Mackavey, DNP, MSN, RN 

Julie Alex George
Project

Implementing a Nurse-Driven Aromatherapy Protocol to Decrease the Effect of Postoperative 
Nausea and Vomiting

Advisor Cathy Rozmus, PhD, RN 

Angela Gooden
Project

Implementation of a Formal Shared Governance Council to Improve the Engagement of Advanced 
Practice Registered Nurses in a Tertiary Hospital Setting

Advisor Linda Cole, DNP, RN 

Amy Greenwood Hemingway
Project

Impact of Congenital Heart Surgery Advanced Practice Provider Participation in  
Multidisciplinary Rounds

Advisor Marie McBee, DNP, MSN, RN 

Lastenia Martinez Holton
Project

Implementation – A Nurse Champion Program to Reduce Peripheral Intravenous Infiltration and 
Extravasation (PIVIE)

Advisor Lisa Thomas, DNP, RN 

Jennifer Dawn Istre
Project

Improving Access to Care Through a Texas Nurse Practitioner Clinic

Advisor Kathleen Siders, DNP, RN 

Feby James Kanatt
Project

Improving Missed Appointment Rates by Using a Shared Decision Making Model in an Outpatient 
Community Mental Health Clinic

Advisor Marie McBee, DNP, MSN, RN 

Cheryl Denise Kelley
Project

Enhancing Resilience Among Nurse Managers: Efficacy of a Resilience Program

Advisor Kathleen Siders, DNP, RN 

Ladonna Yvonne Christy
School of Nursing Faculty Award of Excellence

Dissertation

Perceptions of Integrating Immersive Virtual Reality Simulation as a Teaching Methodology in a 
Hospital Setting

Chair Melanie M. McEwen, PhD, RN 

Candice Triulzi
Dissertation

Postpartum Depression Screening in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit: Maternal  
and Provider Perspectives

Chair Cathy Rozmus, PhD, RN 

Pablo Javier Vasquez
Community Health and Service Award

Dissertation

Factors Associated with Advance Care Planning Engagement in Healthy Young Adults

Chair Constance M. Johnson, PhD, MS, RN

candidates receiving the degree of  Doctor of Philosophy in Nursing 



53 54

candidates receiving the degree of  Doctor of Nursing Practice 

Janet Marie Winebar
Project

Implementation of a Nurse Manager Career Development Program in Pediatric Perioperative Areas

Advisor Elizabeth Ulrich, EdD, RN 

Rhonda Kay Wolfe
Project

Implementation of a Pediatric Observation Nurse Staffing Strategy to Decrease Length of Stay

Advisor Nancy Crider, DrPH, RN 

Rebecca Neili Wolverton
Project

Improving Hypertension Recognition: Utilization of Blood Pressure (BP) Initiative to Obtain 
Accurate BP in the Elderly in Primary Care Outpatient

Advisor Vaunette Fay, PhD, RNC 

Margaret L. Young
Project

Development of a Pediatric Hemodialysis Staffing Model to Prevent Adverse Events in the Pediatric 
Hemodialysis Unit

Advisor Linda Cole, DNP, RN 

Lavinia Rendon Zanaj
Project

Total Joint Replacement Pre-Surgical Opioid Education Protocol

Advisor Lisa Boss, PhD, RN

candidates receiving the degree of  Doctor of Nursing Practice

Susan Larue Knippel
Sigma Theta Tau

Project

Implementation of Patient Reported Outcomes for Lung Cancer Survivors Treated with Surgery

Advisor Lisa Thomas, DNP, RN 

Michele Camille Layne-Harden
Project

Increase Mobilization Using a Nurse-Driven Mobility Protocol to Decrease Length of Stay in the 
Surgical Liver Intensive Care Unit

Advisor Linda Cole, DNP, RN 

Emma Garriett McClellan
Project

Implementing the InSPIRE Protocol to Reduce Pressure Injuries in a Cardiac Intensive Care Unit

Advisor Latarsha Cheatham, DNP, RN 

Mary Shannon McCord
Project

Implementation of a Formal Shared Governance Council to Improve the Engagement of Advanced 
Practice Registered Nurses in a Community Hospital Setting

Advisor Linda Cole, DNP, RN 

Amee Jean Moreno
Project

Implementation of a Mental Health Screening Tool in a Pediatric Cerebral Palsy Clinic

Advisor Kathleen Siders, DNP, RN 

Joanne Delumpa Muyco
Project

Using a Mindfulness-Based Stress Reduction Bundle and Recharge Room to Improve Resilience and 
Reduce Perceived Stress and Nurse Turnover in a Cardiovascular Operating Room

Advisor Francine Snow, DrPH, MSN, RN 

Amaka Opute
School of Nursing Spirit Award

Project

Decreasing the Use of Benzodiazepines and Sedative Hypnotics in Post Op Older Adults by 
Implementing an Education in Service

Advisor Lisa Thomas, DNP, RN 

Kafayat Oritola
Project

The Development, Implementation, Evaluation of a Medical Emergency Response Program in an 
African-American Faith-Based Setting

Advisor Kathleen Siders, DNP, RN 

Carla Mae Patel
Project

Does Digital Matter – Using a Digital Air Leak Detection Device to Decrease Chest Tube Duration

Advisor Susan Ruppert, PhD, RN 

Richard Anthony Pearson
School of Nursing Faculty Award of Excellence

School of Nursing Spirit Award

Project

Quality Improvement via User-Centered Design for Novel Computerized Interactive Dashboard 
Development: A Barcoded-Medication Administration Scanning Safety Exemplar

Advisor Juliana Brixey, PhD, MPH, MSN, RN 

Napoleon Player
Sigma Theta Tau

School of Nursing Spirit Award

Project

Improving Operating Room Efficiency in Robotic Cases

Advisor Kathleen Siders, DNP, RN 

Priscila Phillips Reid
Project

Implementation of a Formal Shared Governance Council to Improve the Engagement of Advanced 
Practice Registered Nurses in a Community Hospital Setting

Advisor Linda Cole, DNP, RN 

Rowena Chona Ortiz Sano
School of Nursing Faculty Award of Excellence

Project

Creating A Unit-Level Dashboard to Drive Performance Improvement at the Intermediate Care Unit 
of a Cardiology Service

Advisor Lisa Boss, PhD, RN 

Lenis Sosa
Project

Decreasing 30-Day Stroke Readmission rates for Improving Education and Post-Discharge 
Coordination of Care

Advisor Nancy Crider, DrPH, RN 

Thuy Thi Tran
School of Nursing Faculty Award of Excellence

Community Health and Service Award

Project

Increasing HPV Vaccination Rates with Patient Reminder and Recall System in  
a Community-Based Clinic

Advisor Daisy Mullassery, DrNP, RN 

Gail Marie Vozzella
Project

Improving Nurse Manager Job Satisfaction in the Perioperative Environment by Implementation of 
an Evidence-Based Career Planning Program

Advisor Elizabeth Ulrich, EdD, RN 

Tanya Robinson Williams
Project

Implementation of a Dextrose Titration Protocol and Order set in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit 
to Reduce Practice Variation and Improve Nurse Autonomy

Advisor Nancy Crider, DrPH, RN 
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candidates receiving the degree of  Doctor of Nursing Practice in Nurse Anesthesia candidates receiving the degree of  Doctor of Nursing Practice in Nurse Anesthesia

Mark Douglas Barr
Project

Standardizing Enhanced Recovery After Surgery for Bariatric Surgical Patients

Advisor Myron Arnaud, DNP 

Catherine Jean Bertels
Project

Standardizing Enhanced Recovery After Surgery for Bariatric Surgical Patients

Advisor Myron Arnaud, DNP 

Kristen Booth
Project

Utilizing QR Codes to Document, Verify, and Evaluate Clinical Invasive Procedures

Advisor Myron Arnaud, DNP 

Chelsea Marie Brasher
Project

lntraoperative Protocol for Thromboelastography Testing and Transfusion

Advisor Peter Slivinski, DNP 

Enrique Campuzano
Project

Development of Preceptor Skills in Graduate Nurse Anesthetists 

Advisor Lauren Nikolich, DNP

Erica Cerna
Project

lntraoperative Glycemic Management for the Diabetic, Non-cardiac Patient

Advisor Peter Slivinski, DNP 

Renee Nicole Christopher
Project

lntraoperative Glycemic Management for the Diabetic, Non-cardiac Patient

Advisor Peter Slivinski, DNP 

David Gregory Garcia
Project

lntraoperative Protocol for Thromboelastography Testing and Transfusion

Advisor Peter Slivinski, DNP 

Steven Garza
Project

Standardizing the Use of End-tidal Carbon Dioxide Monitoring in Off-Site Post-Anesthesia  
Care Unit

Advisor Amy Blok, DNP 

Astin Sharee Goff
Project

Quantitative Accelerometry to Reduce the Incidence of Residual Neuromuscular Blockade

Advisor Amy Blok, DNP 

Ruth Woo Himsel
Nurse Anesthesia Program Director’s Award

Project

Quantitative Accelerometry to Reduce the Incidence of Residual Neuromuscular Blockade

Advisor Amy Blok, DNP 

Stephanie Leigh Juneau
School of Nursing Spirit Award

Project

Implementation of a Preoperative Tool to Assess Postoperative Cognitive Decline Risk in Geriatric 
Surgical Patients

Advisor Haley DeLaGarza, DNP 

Rachel Kessy
School of Nursing Faculty Award of Excellence

Project

Development of Preceptor Skills in Graduate Nurse Anesthetists 

Advisor Lauren Nikolich, DNP

Brandon Asher Lewis
Project

Utilizing QR Codes to Document, Verify, and Evaluate Clinical Invasive Procedures

Advisor Myron Arnaud, DNP 

Joshua Michael Mascorro
Project

Standardizing the Use of End-tidal Carbon Dioxide Monitoring in Off-Site Post-Anesthesia  
Care Unit

Advisor Amy Blok, DNP 

Peter Omoni
Project

Development of Preceptor Skills in Graduate Nurse Anesthetists 

Advisor Lauren Nikolich, DNP

Lauren Ashley Parravicini
Harris County Medical Society Alliance Clinical Excellence Award

Project

lntraoperative Protocol for Thromboelastography Testing and Transfusion

Advisor Peter Slivinski, DNP 

Arianna C. Ramirez-Sparrow
Project

Standardizing the Use of End-tidal Carbon Dioxide Monitoring in Off-Site Post-Anesthesia  
Care Unit

Advisor Amy Blok, DNP 

Lauren Victoria Mary Teague
Project

Standardizing Enhanced Recovery After Surgery for Bariatric Surgical Patients

Advisor Myron Arnaud, DNP 

Kelsey Erin Van Slyke
Project

Utilizing QR Codes to Document, Verify, and Evaluate Clinical Invasive Procedures

Advisor Myron Arnaud, DNP 

Christie Lynn Van Tassel
Project

Quantitative Accelerometry to Reduce the Incidence of Residual Neuromuscular Blockade

Advisor Amy Blok, DNP 

Shea Nicole Walterscheid
Project

Implementation of a Preoperative Tool to Assess Postoperative Cognitive Decline Risk in Geriatric 
Surgical Patients

Advisor Haley DeLaGarza, DNP



57 58

candidates receiving the degree of  Master of Science in Nursing candidates receiving the degree of  Master of Science in Nursing

Irene Dena Abdo 

Mojisola Adeboye 

Sheila Chinyere Agim 

Mary T. Ajayi 

Stephanie Janel Alaniz 

Heather Marie Alvarez 

Myisha J’Nae Anderson 

Yurley Angarita-Triana 

Brianna Nicole Arnold 

Carlos Arturo Avila 

Desire Liboire Ayissi 

Oswald Coams Barake
Sigma Theta Tau 

David Michael Barnhill 

Andrew Michael Basara 

Mariam Bell 

James Logan Bishop 

Misty Lynn Bither
Sigma Theta Tau 

Diana Ann Blanks
Sigma Theta Tau 

Christin Rentzel Blazevich 

Laura Elizabeth Boehm 

Kimberly Lamar Bonassin 

Ingrid Bond 

Lindsey Michelle Bowden 

Tonyon A. Boyo 

Sara Meagan Bray 

Nicole Elizabeth Broeckelmann 

Michele Suzanne Brown 

Alisha Devon Brown 

Michele Renee Brubaker 

Lauren Bryant 
School of Nursing Spirit Award

Lexis Shelly Byberg 

Stephanie Cano 
Community Health and Service Award

Anail Cantu 

Lorena Tschen Carlisle 

Lauren Ann Carlson 
School of Nursing Spirit Award

Outstanding Nurse Practitioner Award

Jessica Annette Castaneda 

Nelson Castellon 

Raine Del Carmen Castillo 

Karin Chang 

Tiffany Chen 
Harris County Medical Society Alliance Clinical Excellence Award

School of Nursing Faculty Award of Excellence

Community Health and Service Award

Elizabeth Li-Yuh Chu 

Jennifer Castro Cole
Sigma Theta Tau 

Caroline Elizabeth Collins 

Robin Michelle Cook 
School of Nursing Faculty Award of Excellence

Outstanding Nurse Practitioner Award

Britney De’Lynn Cummings 

Esther Dadson 

Recarda Gyemfa Dankyi 

Zahra Darbandi 

Nicole Mitsue Dillard 

Ted J. Disque 

Phoebe Stevens Dominy 

Nicole Danielle Dorris 

Blair Christine Dragg 

Karen Elizabeth Eckstein 

Haley Marie Edmiston 
School of Nursing Faculty Award of Excellence

School of Nursing Spirit Award

Alexis Taylor Edmunds 
School of Nursing Spirit Award

Gloria N. Egbu 

Jamillah Lohay Elvehoey 

Juliet Obiageli Emovon 

Chisom Chiwendu Eneremadu 
School of Nursing Spirit Award

Christopher Falgout 

Lluvialy Faz 

Lena Summer Febo 

Jessica Carla Fernandez 

Janira Alexandra Flint 

Damilola Omolabake Fowowe 

Lindsey Michelle Freed 
School of Nursing Faculty Award of Excellence

Community Health and Service Award

Cindy Y. Fu 

Karmen Elaine Genzer 

Suleydi Xiomara Gomez 

Christian Bailey Gonzalez 

Martha Zarahi Grimaldo 

Carly Anne Grzehowiak
Sigma Theta Tau 

School of Nursing Spirit Award

Monica Guidry 

Billie B. Harrell
Sigma Theta Tau 

Michelle Novoa Hauth 
Community Health and Service Award

Lavonda Rene Henderson 

Jennifer Anne Hensley 
School of Nursing Faculty Award of Excellence

Ariel Hernandez 

Jessica Isabel Hernandez 

Augusta Marie Hollier 

Catherine Rose Hopkins 

Keanna Davonne Hunter 

Ifeoluwa Oluwakemi Ifelayo 

Roi Marvin Cautiverio Indefenso 

Michelle Lauren Ionescu 

Cody Blake Jackson 
School of Nursing Faculty Award of Excellence

Shaunna James 
School of Nursing Spirit Award

Community Health and Service Award

Joy Ginika John-Atasie 

Lauren Elise Johnson 

Joby Joseph
Sigma Theta Tau 

Abeeshmon K. George 

Dapinder Kaur 

Kathryn Rose Keels 
School of Nursing Faculty Award of Excellence

Shahzadi Khan 

Nagamani Kota 

Jyotsna Kottoor 
Outstanding Nurse Practitioner Award

Colleen Kuhr 

Ngam Kha Lam 
School of Nursing Faculty Award of Excellence
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candidates receiving the degree of  Master of Science in Nursing candidates receiving the degree of  Master of Science in Nursing

Mya Rae’Lee Lawrence 

Shana Renee LeCounte 

Divina Dagatan Lewis 

Trang Thien Lieu 

Tonya Kuaiwan Liner 

Eve Liu 
School of Nursing Faculty Award of Excellence

Community Health and Service Award

Kebba Lobba 

Victoria Lopez 

Donabel Tirados Loyola 

Qiong Lu 

Abigail Luthy 
School of Nursing Faculty Award of Excellence

Outstanding Nurse Practitioner Award

Vanessa Keira Madrid 

Rachel Grace Maebe 

Roxanne Joy Gloria Mana-Ay 

Anam Sharif Maredia 
School of Nursing Faculty Award of Excellence

School of Nursing Spirit Award

Faiza Sultanali Maredia 
School of Nursing Faculty Award of Excellence

Breanne Amalia Marfisi 
Community Health and Service Award

Tina Martin 

Jennifer Araceli McCartin 

Negin Mehraein 

Courtney Dione Minick 

Catherine Fauni Mira 

Vivian Molokwu 

Hannah Breanne Moore 

Adrian Haynes Morales 

Paolo Antonio Masbad Morales 

Aditi Alina Naik 

David Nasser 

Stella Nderitu-Show 

Christina Xuan Nguyen 

Thuy Thanh Thi Nguyen 

Vicky Nguyen 

Anh Ngoc-Thuy Nguyen 

Diane Huong Nguyen 
School of Nursing Faculty Award of Excellence

Dung Nguyen 
School of Nursing Spirit Award

Chinwendu Mariaperpetua Nnokwutem 

Cathy D. Nuno 

Queen Faith O. Ohuabunwa 

Onome Valerie Okafor 

Toluwani Olaoluwa Olabiyi 

Whitney Denae Oldham 

Nnenna Confidence Omenihu 

Erica Lisa Ontiveros 

Marguerite Otshewo Osamba 

Millicent Owusu 

Abimbola Oyedepo 

Dolapo Oyenuga 

Tara Ann Pankey 

Kunal Ramanbhai Patel
Outstanding Nurse Practitioner Award 

Chinal Mukaskumar Patel 

Mohini Patel 

Gail Judy Pereira 

Maya Peterson 
School of Nursing Faculty Award of Excellence

School of Nursing Spirit Award

Minh Duc Michael Pham 

Thu Anh Pham 

Heriberto Pina 

Leslie Ann Pool 

Taylor Poplaski 

Anthonette Cossio Poyotte 

Alisha Kay Prevost 

Keandra C. Pritchard 

Rachael Mary Proveaux 

Merline Rajan 

Julia Francine Aban Raquel 

Brittany Reed 
School of Nursing Spirit Award

Amanda Marie Reneer 

Madisen Lilley Reynard 

Bryant Roberson 

Bryan Jon Rodarte 

Gricelda Reyna Ron 

Michelle Victoria Sablatura 

Reenu Sajan 

Adebowale Shadrach Salako 

Nadia Alameddin Salas
Sigma Theta Tau 

Outstanding Nurse Practitioner Award

Simon Salas
Sigma Theta Tau 

Tashna Melisia Samuels 

Jenetta Rachelle Sanchez 

Madonna Monet Saxton 
School of Nursing Faculty Award of Excellence

Outstanding Nurse Practitioner Award

Micheline Newall Schloeter 
School of Nursing Faculty Award of Excellence

Community Health and Service Award

Theresa Rose Schmidt 

Andrea Dawn Scott 

Yolanda Marie Segura 
School of Nursing Faculty Award of Excellence

School of Nursing Spirit Award

Paige Allison Sensoy 
School of Nursing Faculty Award of Excellence

Sarah Valentina Sgarbi 

Alyssa Gayle Sheffield 

Andrew Mark Skowronek 

Angela Kay Slaughter
Sigma Theta Tau 

School of Nursing Faculty Award of Excellence

School of Nursing Spirit Award

Quanasha Small 
Community Health and Service Award

Jolayne Smith 
Community Health and Service Award

Megan Gabrielle Smith 

Virginia Lynn Smith 
Community Health and Service Award

Rachel Anne Sprott 

Brandy Charlene Standard 

Lezlie Stanley 

Kaitlyn Grace Steffen 
School of Nursing Faculty Award of Excellence

Community Health and Service Award

Shanet Sumesh 

Chelsey Dawn Taylor 
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Elizabeth Anne Teehan 

Kaylan Mekenzy Timmons 

Isabelle M. Titamongu 

Thomas Jason Toole 

Preston Anderson Tran 

Samee Vakil 

Alex Edward Valdez 
School of Nursing Faculty Award of Excellence

Nathaniel Vazquez 

Itzel Villalobos 

Tasneem Waliullah 

Sarah Weaver 

Amanda Michelle Wipfli 
Outstanding Nurse Practitioner Award

Kamyne Earline Wynne 

Chelsea Diane Yanta 

Samantha Kristen Zapalac 

Xiu Ying Zhang 

Archana B. Zute

candidates receiving the degree of  Master of Science in Nursing candidates completing Postgraduate Programs

Abosede Comfort Adedapo 

Jubril Aderibigbe 

Raisa Ahmad 
Community Health and Service Award

Outstanding Nurse Practitioner Award

Olumayowa Akinyode 

Sylvia A. Anasi 
Community Health and Service Award

Catharine Rose Ashe 
Outstanding Nurse Practitioner Award

Irish Bautista 
School of Nursing Spirit Award

Daniel Baxter 

Margarita Bentley 

Melany Berumen 

Aubriel Bennett Bisuali 
Outstanding Nurse Practitioner Award

John Bowman 

Nicole Elizabeth Bruey-Pernell 

Jeremy Wayne Burns 

Lizabeth Carder 

Anita Helen Cervantes 

Asha Mathew Cherian 
School of Nursing Faculty Award of Excellence

School of Nursing Spirit Award

Roshan Cherian 
School of Nursing Spirit Award

Community Health and Service Award

Uyiosa Chu 
School of Nursing Spirit Award

Robert Carl Coghlan III 

Elizabeth B. Condit 

Priscilla Olivia Corpus 

Kimberly Dawn Curtin 
School of Nursing Faculty Award of Excellence

Amanda Brooke De Hoyos 

Kariana Dominguez 

Megan Elizabeth Dorough 

Amanda Dawn Dush 

Daniaya Kareece Ekwue 

Edsel N. Estabillo 

Mareike Gay 

Eric Atlas Godeaux 

LaDawna R. Goering 
School of Nursing Spirit Award

Community Health and Service Award

Alicia M. Hubbard 

Tina Joseph 

Young Jun Ju 

Kathryn Rose Keels 

Alice B. Kohler 

Abimbola Opeyemi Lanipekun 

Terry Michael Lea 
Outstanding Nurse Practitioner Award

Robena Lewars 

Lillian Li 

Kuei Ming Liang 

Lixian Luo 

Bianca Charne Lynch 
School of Nursing Faculty Award of Excellence

Outstanding Nurse Practitioner Award

Tanner Mackay 

Cheri Nichole Martinez 

Ramon Medina 

Joanna Moe 
School of Nursing Spirit Award

Community Health and Service Award
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candidates completing Postgraduate Programs

Neha Jharia Momin 

Shane Moore 

Priyadarsini M. Nair 
Community Health and Service Award

Erika Navarro 

Catherine Nwora 

Ozioma G. Nworji 

Helen Ohene 

Mickey Teemnah Omole 

Lola Oyebode 

Padmavathy Ramaswamy 
School of Nursing Spirit Award

William Joseph Remling 

Angela Riley 

Karina Isabel Romo 

Aaron Sahle 

Jerin Sam 

Tracy Ann Strown 

Laura Talley 

Monique Warford 

Hiji Geneva Washington 

Brandy Mi Wells 

Amanda Woltering 
School of Nursing Spirit Award

Community Health and Service Award

Doo Hee Won
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candidates receiving the degree of  Bachelor of Science in Nursing 

Swarna Maria Abraham 

Judith Acosta 

Cristian Santiago Acosta magna cum laude
Community Health and Service Award 

Florence Oluwakemi Adegunwa 

Samuel Gbadeyan Adeoye 

Ihuoma Florence Adkins 

Peace Aghado magna cum laude 

Alexia Natalie Aguilar 

Kimberly Nichole Aguilera magna cum laude
Honors Program 

Ajeer Aftab Ahmed 

Taye Mildred Ajike 

Rahaf Omar Aldaim 

Angela Ace Fontelera Alex magna cum laude 

Ayesha Ali cum laude 

Zaeema Ali magna cum laude
School of Nursing Faculty Award of Excellence 

Haris Ali 

Mahin Fatima Ali cum laude 

Taylor Crista Allen summa cum laude 

Hannah Carson Allen cum laude 

Khalid Majed Sabino Almasri summa cum laude 

Adrienne A. Alvear 

Vanessa Nicole Amaya 

Paolo Amigo 

LaCiera Elisse Anderson 

Katheryne Angel 

Josephine Athena Augustidakis 

Mary Ann Augustin cum laude 

Anna Avants summa cum laude 

Aderonke Awofiranye 

Bisola Ruth Babatunde 

Kelsey Chieko Babb 

Alexandra Babcock 

Symone N. Bailey magna cum laude 

Tiffany Joy Ballos cum laude 

Anne-Marie Manahan Baltao 

Natasha Marie Bardwell summa cum laude
Dorothy Otto Professionalism Award 

Nabila Barkou 

Rachel Auburn Barnes cum laude 

Melanie Bishara magna cum laude 

John Blake summa cum laude
Dorothy Otto Professionalism Award 

Breanna Renae Boone 

Ratchanida Boonnuea 

Zainab Bouamran 

Gregory William Bradshaw summa cum laude 

Shaynna Braswell 

Dylan Marie Brinkman summa cum laude 

Alyssa Constance Buckon summa cum laude 

Duy Dinh Bui magna cum laude
Community Health and Service Award 

Han Gia Bui 

Zabrina Nadine Martinez Calahatian magna cum laude 

Aracely Guadalupe Calzada magna cum laude
School of Nursing Faculty Award of Excellence 

Gabriela Ilona Campo 

Jennifer Jasmin Campos 

Stephanie Alyssa Campos cum laude 
Student Nurses Association Outstanding Leadership Award
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candidates receiving the degree of  Bachelor of Science in Nursing 

Jhastine Anne Guevara Canete 

Alayna Noelle Cano 

Edrik Cantada 

Abbie Alaine Cardenas summa cum laude 

Thania Carrillo 

Joe Xavier Castaneda 

Cynthia Julissa Castaneda summa cum laude
School of Nursing Faculty Award of Excellence 

Alexander Castillo 

Raniel Castro magna cum laude
Honors Program

Sigma Theta Tau 

Maria Paula Castro magna cum laude 

Diana Gabriela Ceja summa cum laude 

Grace Mary Cerda cum laude 

Darren Ernn Howe Chai cum laude 

Amanda Trevino Chapa magna cum laude 

Gabrielle Alaina Charvat magna cum laude 

Phuc Hong Chau magna cum laude 

Sakeena A. Chaudhry summa cum laude 

Maria Candelaria Chavez 

Tiffany Chiem cum laude 

Confidence Chinemezu Chinaka 

Fatima El Zahra Choukeir magna cum laude 

Marie Renee Christopher magna cum laude 

Angela Chung 

Madison Elyse Clark summa cum laude
School of Nursing Faculty Award of Excellence

School of Nursing Spirit Award

Community Health and Service Award 

Bethany June Collymore 

Ayline Margarita Contreras 

Darianne Kate Pagente Cornito cum laude 

Isaiah Daniel Culpepper 

Cori Elizabeth Cunningham 

Nathalie Damasco cum laude 

Jennifer Damian 

Vanessa Joeanna Daniel 

Oscar Dao magna cum laude 

Andrea Dominique SAYLO David 

Cassandra Nmasinachi Davidson 

Michaela Madison Davis 

Courtney La’Faye Davis 

Jannet De La Cruz cum laude 

Yvana Rodillas Del Rosario 

Elizabeth Quetzali Deleon cum laude 

Marielle Joy Berongan Delos Santos 

Mridhula Dharwal 

Maribel Diaz summa cum laude 

Tuyen T. Dinh 

Nicole Paige Dluzniewski summa cum laude 

Chieu Thu Do 

Mary My Tam Doan 

Naomi Evangeline Donadio cum laude 

Dolly Joyce Donempudi cum laude 

Mirian Alegandra Dugas summa cum laude
Ann Poage D.A.R. Award 

Manvir Dulay 

Ai Thanh Duong 

Melissa Durbal 

Matthew Dusang 

candidates receiving the degree of  Bachelor of Science in Nursing 

Janet Patricia Duva-Hassall magna cum laude 

Matilda Dwamena Ofori 

Lance Gordon Orlando Edwards magna cum laude
School of Nursing Faculty Award of Excellence

School of Nursing Spirit Award

Community Health and Service Award 

Monica Ndipetta Egbe 

Hephzibah Omoiyoya Egbuanran magna cum laude 

Lauren Ehler 

Jasmine Leila El Guermai magna cum laude 

Spencer Waite Ellis 

Madison Marie Ellis summa cum laude
Honors Program 

Haley Michelle Fagin summa cum laude 

Taylor Nicole Fancher cum laude 

Ibironke Victoria Fatunbi cum laude 

Erika Janette Fimbres cum laude 

Bobbi J. Fink summa cum laude
Community Health and Service Award 

Lucero Maria Flores 

Alana E. Franco magna cum laude 

Angelisha L. Franklin 

Kelly Annette Fullingim 

Sarah Colleen Galena cum laude 

Christina Galvan summa cum laude 

Katlyn Gann cum laude 

Jersey Charmaine Bustamante Garcia 

Esequiel Garza summa cum laude
School of Nursing Spirit Award 

Mercedes Nechole Garza Palacios 

Mauro Rafael Gauna 

Navya Gautama 

Jersey Geli 

Maya Celeste Genter 

Bruce Anthony Gillespie 

Celeste Ann Gomez 

Jocelyn Gabriela Gonzales summa cum laude 

Maria Elisa Garrido Gonzales summa cum laude 

Kaitlynn Maria Gonzalez summa cum laude 

Alexander Goodman-Claire cum laude
Sigma Theta Tau 

Austin Michael Goodwin cum laude 

Angela Grace Gorman magna cum laude 

Madison Andrea Goucher cum laude 

Daniela Louise Graham 

Audrey Rae Gross magna cum laude 

Robin Deville Guidry summa cum laude
Honors Program

School of Nursing Faculty Award of Excellence

Dorothy Otto Professionalism Award 

Andrea Elizabeth Hahn magna cum laude 

Islam Mohammed Hamed cum laude 

Ashley Nicole Hanus 

Dean Dansiam Harnboonzong cum laude 

Rebekah Allyse Harris 

Taylor Nicole Hart 

Laiba Hashmi magna cum laude 

Kelsey Erin Hayes magna cum laude 

Emily Christina Henrikson cum laude 

Martina Salazar Herrera 

Renee L. Hetherington 

Abbie Hiles summa cum laude 

Lauren Victoria Hitzfelder cum laude 
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candidates receiving the degree of  Bachelor of Science in Nursing 

Thao Phuong Hoang magna cum laude 

Nga Hoang summa cum laude 

Andrea Hoffman 

Mary Ann Holdsworth 

Sarah Lynn Hopper 

Keyara Amani Howell 

Dimo Atanasov Hristov summa cum laude 

Meredith Hull summa cum laude 

Taylor Breanne Hutton 

Tabish Syed Imam cum laude 

Eucharia Egan Inyang 

Blessing Oyenoye Inyang cum laude
School of Nursing Faculty Award of Excellence 

Aysha Salman Irfan 

Cheryl Marie Isaguirre 

Emmanuel Oliseloke Izah cum laude 

Feba Aju Jacob 

Lygia Naomi Jacota summa cum laude 

Jithin L. James cum laude 

Brenda Lynnette Jimenez-Morales 

Bianca Alexa Johnson 

Casey Johnson 

Kailyn Paige Johnson 

Angela Marie Jones magna cum laude 

Danitra Lavon Jones summa cum laude 

Sara Mary Jose cum laude 

Jaskiran Kaur Judge magna cum laude 

Kshiti Samara Kadakia
School of Nursing Spirit Award 

Sana Fareed Kahlon 

Funmilayo Kalu 

Teaba Yamna Kamal 

Saeem Siraj Karedia summa cum laude 

Ramsimar Kaur 

Kristi Keen summa cum laude 

Aryel Kelley magna cum laude 

Aurelie Laure Kenko Pokem 

Zoha Khalid summa cum laude 

Hadia Viqar Khan cum laude 

Izma Khan

Riya Alijahir Khoja magna cum laude
Honors Program 

Grace Montgomery Kingsley magna cum laude 

Kelly Rose Kirk 

Amylee Anthony Kobersi summa cum laude 

Madison Lee Koenig summa cum laude
School of Nursing Faculty Award of Excellence 

Madeleine Lovett Kohn summa cum laude 

Joel Koshy cum laude 

Briana Marie Kosters summa cum laude
Ann Poage D.A.R. Award 

Martha Sue Kuhn magna cum laude 

Yuliya Kurganskaya cum laude 

Kimberly Loan Lai cum laude 

Kelly Lam 

David Lande 

Paula Paulina Langner 

Amber Mist Othelia Largent 

Leslie Rebeca Larin 

Emily Ann Lasiter summa cum laude
Honors Program 

candidates receiving the degree of  Bachelor of Science in Nursing 

Ma Mikhaela Galila Lazarraga 

Lillian Le 

Yejin Lee cum laude 

Adrielle Frances Gaza Lee 

Soal Lee cum laude 

Uzunma Richard Lekwuwa 

Rachel Liang 

Ma Isabella Gallardo Lontoc 

Ana Carolina Lopez 

Mayra Leticia Luciano Calderon 

Anenda Lumbi summa cum laude 

Jorianna Isabel Luzardo Sulbaran 

Elia Macha magna cum laude 

Jessica Mae Madamba 

Arfa Zulfikar Maknojiya magna cum laude 

Ann Mary Maliackal summa cum laude
Honors Program

Harris County Medical Society Alliance Clinical Excellence Award 

Sophia Maria Manuel 

Reginaldo Eballe Manzon 

Sara Catherine Mao 

Kayla Patricia Castor Marcelo magna cum laude 

Neelam Maredia cum laude 

Sharron Michelle Marsh magna cum laude 

Nicole Guadalupe Martinez cum laude 

Janneth Avvril Masters cum laude 

Sharon Mathew cum laude 

Clare Mazina 

Natalya McConnell cum laude 

Annabel Rose McLeod summa cum laude
Sigma Theta Tau

School of Nursing Faculty Award of Excellence

Dorothy Otto Professionalism Award 

Abigale Makenzie McMurry 

Alexandra Crosby McMurtrey 

Matthew Martin Medrano 

Jennifer Mendez summa cum laude
School of Nursing Faculty Award of Excellence 

Taylor Faith Meyer 

Micah Rois Macarandang Micarandayo cum laude 

Mary Jane Nesuh Miki Naka cum laude 

Joanna Milian 

Alyssa Rose Milner summa cum laude
School of Nursing Faculty Award of Excellence 

Maria Mireles 

Karen Melissa Mitchell 

Zizipho Mkwalo 

Rio Villalon Modequillo 

Mahira Rafiq Mohammed cum laude 

Yasin Abbas Momin magna cum laude 

Ashley Jean Montag summa cum laude 

Stephanie A. Montemayor 

David Houston Moore 

Shaunte C. Morant magna cum laude 

Tiffany Rae Morante 

Jessica Marie Murad magna cum laude
Honors Program

School of Nursing Faculty Award of Excellence 

Alba Victoria Murcia 

Rey Arthur Murillo magna cum laude
School of Nursing Spirit Award 

Morgan Lea Mutterer cum laude 
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candidates receiving the degree of  Bachelor of Science in Nursing 

Alexis Nassar 

Gyllian Rae Navarro 

Sajjal Saleem Nayani 

Mehtab Nazarali cum laude 

Ide Vanessa Ngassam Wague 

Germaine Ngo Bassogock 

Ann Tram Ngu 

Linh My Nguyen 

Truc Thanh Nguyen 

Quyen Tu Nguyen cum laude 

Thy Thanh Nguyen magna cum laude 

Anh Thi Phuong Nguyen 

Quoc Cao Van Nguyen 

Amy Tu Nguyen cum laude 

Cindy Thanh Duyen Nguyen cum laude 

Thi Hong Quyen Nguyen cum laude 

Alyssa Thu Nguyen magna cum laude 

Joseph Nguyen magna cum laude 

Trang THIENHUYNH Nguyen summa cum laude 

Natalie Nguyen cum laude

School of Nursing Faculty Award of Excellence 

Tiffany Nicole Nichols 

Evita-Maria Ngomboa Njekam cum laude 

Aliya Noorani 

Faith Bochaberi Nyanaro cum laude
Sigma Theta Tau 

Regan McCall O’Neill cum laude 

Victoria Ngozi Obodo magna cum laude 

Charity Chinenye Ogbu 

Precious Udodirim Oguamanam 

Marlen Ojeda summa cum laude 

Ozioma C. Okoromah cum laude 

Chigemelum Chelsea Okpala 

Janet A. Olawanle 

Motunrayo Deborah Olayinka 

Lia Lutfi Olim summa cum laude 

Norelly Alexandra Olmo 

Oyinkansola Olorunfemi cum laude
School of Nursing Faculty Award of Excellence 

Cynthia Jasmine Olvera 

Miranda Rae Orsak summa cum laude 

Meredith Karely Ortiz 

Emily Skye Owen cum laude 

Alexandra Helen Owens cum laude 

Feyisara Olubunmi Oyeshile 

Marc Christian Labastilla Pamisa 

Priscilla Pantoja 

Francesca Paris 

Nidhi Patel cum laude 

Ruchi Patel cum laude 

Jaynisha B. Patel magna cum laude 

Mfon Patience Paul 

Heather Nicole Pelt 

Nicole Marie Petty magna cum laude 

Theresa Thien-Dieu Pham 

Tram Pham 

Sydney Michelle Phillips 

Daniella Grace Phillipsen cum laude 

Meghan Pinfold cum laude 

Nicole Debra Plunkett cum laude 

candidates receiving the degree of  Bachelor of Science in Nursing 

Carlos Alexander Pozo 

Madeleine Dane Prator 

Lyle Veronica Aquino Rabara 

Paiton Reese Raines 

Samantha M. Ramm magna cum laude 

Emily Victoria Ramos cum laude 

Michelle Nicole Randall cum laude 

Nadia Mae Calica Regaspi cum laude 

Koren Reissland 

Sherine Renjit 

Jose Saul Reyes Morales 

Leslie Yaret Rhodes cum laude 

Hayden Michael Richard magna cum laude 

Julia Richardson summa cum laude 

Samantha Joanna Rios 

Kristen Michelle Ripple magna cum laude 

Jesus E. Rivera 

Anngee Maig Robaina Colmenarez cum laude 

Jenny Anne Robichaux summa cum laude 

Brenda Roche 

Mikayla Lynn Rodriguez 

Victoria Lynsi Rodriguez magna cum laude 

Jessica Nicolette Rodriguez 

Mayte Rodriguez 

Carlos Eduardo Rodriguez cum laude 

Melissa Rodriguez magna cum laude 

Leana Rogers summa cum laude
Dorothy Otto Professionalism Award 

Nataliya Romanyukha summa cum laude 

Jadsia Samantha Roopchand summa cum laude
Honors Program

School of Nursing Faculty Award of Excellence 

Rudelay Roque Fernandez 

Brynne Michael Rountree 

Griselda Salazar 

Ana Bernielene Pel Salcedo 

Astrid Atenas Saleh 

Anuoluwapo Omobola Salu magna cum laude 

Aminat Yetunde Sanni magna cum laude 

Ann Mary Santhosh 

Samantha Rae Sax summa cum laude 

Carrie Marie Scott magna cum laude
Honors Program 

Akshaya Shankar 

Sarah Leann Shannon summa cum laude 

Briana Sherman cum laude 

Simisola Adeola Shodunke 

Savannah Le Short summa cum laude 

Rafia Raheel Siddiqui 

Elise Noelle Siders magna cum laude
Honors Program 

Sarah Marian Ouzounian Sidhu 

Annelisse Silva Portillo cum laude 

Elyse Kendall Simmons magna cum laude 

Whitney D. Simmons 

Christina Miranda Simon 

Ana Alise Simone magna cum laude 

Songkhanh Taffy Sisourath cum laude 

Jennie Sjoberg summa cum laude
School of Nursing Faculty Award of Excellence 

Mackenzie Irene Skoller cum laude 
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candidates receiving the degree of  Bachelor of Science in Nursing 

Kyla Saree Smalley summa cum laude
Ann Poage D.A.R. Award 

Omowumi S. Sofioye 

Anna Elizabeth Solcher summa cum laude 

Glennis V. Stanciel 

Mackenzie Katherine Stewart summa cum laude
Honors Program 

Julia Stich summa cum laude
Ann Poage D.A.R. Award 

Sheril Elsa Sunny summa cum laude 

Ameena Syed magna cum laude 

Andy Phi Hung Ta 

Josue Tabares Lopez summa cum laude
Sigma Theta Tau

Harris County Medical Society Alliance Clinical Excellence Award 

Omar Bilal Tabbara cum laude
School of Nursing Spirit Award 

Annabelle Leigh Lenore Terzis magna cum laude 

Gemta Tessema cum laude 

Thu Minh Thai 

Mahalakshmi Thangathiruppathi 

Morgan Theiler cum laude 

Shelby Leigh Thimons magna cum laude
School of Nursing Faculty Award of Excellence 

Janelle C. To 

Charles Oliver Toland 

Christian Torres summa cum laude 

Meagan Tran 

Dao Tran 

Nguyen Tran 

Kenny Tai Tran cum laude 

Sandra Trevino 

Anh Trieu 

Abia Tufail cum laude 

Flora Korankyewa Turkson summa cum laude 

Cassandra Sue Twining magna cum laude
Community Health and Service Award 

Chinwendu Lilian Uguru 

Jennifer Ugwu-Dike 

Susan Jones Underwood magna cum laude 

Camille Valdeavilla cum laude 

Kristopher Ryan Valdez 

Alma Brenda Vazquez 

Angelica Vega magna cum laude 

My Le Thao Vo 

Diana Que Dan Vo cum laude 

Amie M. Walters magna cum laude
Honors Program

Sigma Theta Tau 

Jacklyn Wasloski summa cum laude
School of Nursing Faculty Award of Excellence 

Alisha Marie Wells summa cum laude 

Raney Nanette Wesley cum laude 

Jessica Kay-Bonet Williams 

Kathleen Kay Williams summa cum laude 

Jessica Paola Williams Escorihuela summa cum laude 

Victoria Maxine Wingard cum laude 

Lee Prescott Wright 

Tristan S. Yap 

Carolina Zavala magna cum laude 

Jie Zhang 

Lison Zuleta summa cum laude
School of Nursing Faculty Award of Excellence

UTHealth Houston alumni have established careers across the nation and across  
the world. Our extraordinary students have graduated to become doctors, dentists, 
dental hygienists, nurses, medical researchers, public health experts,  
health informatics system analysts, professors, educators, and leaders in the  
health care community. 

Through the Office of Alumni Engagement, alumni may attend Joint Alumni Mixers  
and other events, receive printed and electronic communications, and get  
involved in various programs. 

To learn more, visit uthealthhoustonalumni.org.

Congratulations graduates! We can’t wait to welcome you into the 

UTHealth Houston Alumni Community!



Today, we have the opportunity to celebrate the Class of 2022 in a special way. 

At the heart of the UTHealth Houston mission is the quest to educate compassionate 
health leaders. Together, with the generosity of people like you, we pursue this goal 
by preparing exceptional students to improve the well-being of our communities. 

As we celebrate commencement and all that this year’s graduates have achieved,  
a gift in honor of your student will help unlock new opportunities for future classes  
at UTHealth Houston.  

Scan the QR code below to learn how your commitment will make a difference. 


