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    Commonly Asked Questions Answered
Fire drills are conducted by Environmental Health & Safety (EH&S) twice a year for high rise buildings and once a year in low rise buildings.  Representatives of EH&S are on hand during the drill to assist and answer questions.  Here is a list of the commonly asked questions with answers: 
1. Why are fire drills performed?
Fire drills are performed to ensure that personnel are trained in a safe orderly evacuation and to prevent the panic. Order and control are the primary purposes of the drill. Speed in emptying buildings, while desirable, is not in itself an object, and should be made secondary to the maintenance of proper order and discipline.   
2. When the fire alarm sounds, what are occupants suppose to do?
In a high-rise building (any building over 75 ft), individuals are to proceed to the nearest stairwell exit and await further instructions via the public address system.  If you see smoke or fire or feel threatened, you should evacuate the building.  In a low rise building, individuals are to evacuate the building.

3. What if we are in the middle of a patient procedure when the alarm sounds?

If you are in the middle of a patient procedure when the alarm is initiated continue with the procedure, however a representative that is aware you are in the middle of the procedure should go to the stairwell and listen for further instructions and report back.  If the call to evacuate is made, the procedure shall be stabilized and stopped and all parties shall evacuate in a timely manner.
4. What do we do with mobility impaired individuals if a building evacuation is necessary?
If a building evacuation is necessary, mobility impaired individuals should be moved into stairwell landings, but out of the way of others going down the stairwell to exit.  Stairwells are protected with a two hour rating for smoke and fire.  Notify emergency responders of the location of any mobility impaired individuals.  First responders evacuate all personnel before fighting the fire.
5. May we use the elevator to evacuate the building?
Never use the elevator during an alarm event.  An elevator may open up on the floor of the fire.  Stairs are the safest means of evacuation.  
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