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In its 2010 publication, Framework for Action on 
Interprofessional Education & Collaborative Practice, the 
World Health Organization (WHO) stated that IPE “occurs 
when students from two or more professions learn about, 
from and with each other to enable effective collaboration 
and improve health outcomes.”

Since then, the University of Texas Health Science 
Center at Houston (UTHealth) and other health sciences 
universities across the US continue to develop and 
implement IPE educational programs for their students. 
The Center for Interprofessional Collaboration, a part of 
UTHealth, recently held its Interprofessional Team Training 
Workshop on four consecutive Thursdays in October 2016.

Students representing various health sciences professions 
gathered at the School of Dentistry to learn communication 
and teamwork methods that would enhance their ability to 
function in interprofessional teams. 

They were organized into four diverse groups that would 
help them to communicate effectively with each other and 
eventually network with students from across the health 
science center. The CIPC also made accommodations for 
distance learning students by hosting several GoToMeeting 

video conferences that were used to broadcast workshop 
activities and lectures.

The first session on Thursday, October 6 focused on the 
goals and core competencies of interprofessional education 
(IPE), and principles and benefits of interprofessional 
collaboration (IPC). It concluded with educational games 
that allowed students to test their knowledge of what they 
learned in the session.

The workshop sessions on October 13 and October 20 
began with icebreaker activities facilitated by UTHealth 
faculty members.
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The goals of the icebreakers were to: solve problems using 
effective communication skills, instill leadership traits, strengths, 
or beliefs they valued the most in themselves and in others, and 
demonstrate how clear communication, team structure, and 
leadership were essential to achieving successful teamwork.

Following the icebreaker activities, UTHealth faculty members 
held lectures that introduced students to TeamSTEPPS (Team 
Strategies and Tools to Enhance Performance and Patient 
Safety), a teamwork skills curriculum managed by the Agency 
for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) that is designed to 
improve the quality, safety, and efficiency of health care.

In the fourth session, students applied IPE/IPC and TeamSTEPPS 
knowledge in the analysis of two case studies presented by Heba 
Sadaka, M.S.N., R.N., C.N.E., and Arch (Chip) Carson, M.D., Ph.D. 

Ms. Sadaka presented an IPE case study that taught students 
the importance of learning the roles and responsibilities of other 
health professions. Four groups of students were instructed to 
identify their key roles and determine if their roles overlapped 
with their group members. Dr. Carson presented a case study 
video called “3 Boys Blind.” Following he video presentation, he 
asked participants to solve the health crisis that was featured in 
the video. 

The workshop concluded on October 27, 2016, with a certificate 
award ceremony, group photo, and a pizza party hosted by the 
CIPC. Additionally, student officers of the Association of Students 
for Inter-Professional Healthcare (ASIPH) talked to the workshop 
graduates.

Students reported they enjoyed meeting students from other 
health disciplines, participating in the team-building activities, 
and learning about the roles of health professions from the case 
studies.

The CIPC will offer the Interprofessional Team Training Workshop  
in spring 2017. If you would like to attend the next workshop, 
please call 713-500-3579 or email UTCIPC@uth.tmc.edu. You 
can also follow the CIPC on Twitter at @UTHealthCIPC  for any 
event announcements.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1; IPC TEAM TRAINING WORKSHOP

ISSUE 2  |  FALL 2016THE COLLABORATIVE Campus



3

ISSUE 2  |  FALL 2016THE COLLABORATIVE Campus

Upcoming IPE Events
MULTI-MONTH EVENTS
T3 Faculty Development Training Program
The National Center is pleased to present the Train-the-Trainer 
(T3) Faculty Development Training Program, a comprehensive 
series of interactive learning opportunities with a focus 
on interprofessional practice and education. The 3.5-day 
workshops are hosted at three university sites around the 
country:

University of Missouri
Dates: April 3-6, 2017 &  September 11-14, 2017

University of Virginia
Dates: April 19-22, 2017 &  November 8-11, 2017

University of Washington
Dates: August 14-17, 2017

Please contact Debra Liner at dliner@uw.edu with questions 
about the program. Or visit the website at www.nexusipe.org 
and search for “T3 Train-the-Trainer.“

Association of Students for InterProfessional 
Healthcare (ASIPH)
The ASIPH is a student organization that promotes 
interprofessional education (IPE), practice, and research 
among students at UTHealth. ASIPH meetings for the Spring 
2017 semester will be on the 1st Tuesdays of every month.

Contact:
Please send an email to houstonasiph@outlook.com to   
check for exact meeting dates and time. You can also contact 
Dr. Chip Carson, ASIPH faculty representative at 
Arch.Carson@uth.tmc.edu.

APRIL
Interprofessional Team Training Workshop
This is a free workshop that will meet on four consecutive 
days. The goal is to enhance a student’s ability to function 
in interprofessional health care teams.UTHealth students 
at all grade levels and alumni are welcome to attend. Video 
conferencing services are available for online students.

Call the UTHealth CIPC at 713-500-3579 or send an email  
to UTCIPC@uth.tmc.edu to learn more about the program.

AUGUST
THE 2017 NEXUS SUMMIT
The Nexus Summit brings together a rich and diverse 
group of IPE faculty to participate in extraordinary learning 
experiences, developing new skills and collaborating with 
peers.

Website:
www.nexusipe.org/nexussummit/2017

OCTOBER
CAB VI CONFERENCE
Collaborating Across Borders is North America’s premier 
interprofessional health care education and collaborative 
practice conference. CAB VI will link educators, researchers, 
practitioners, students and patients from Canada and 
the United States in essential discussions around 
interprofessional health care education, practice, leadership 
and policy in North America.

Website:
www.cabvibanff.org/faq.html

Dates:
1st Tuesday of every month                   

Location:
University Center Tower
7000 Fannin Street
Houston, TX 77030
15th floor, RM. 1505 C

Time:
5:30 PM - 6:30 PM

Dates:
Thursday, April 6, 2017 
Thursday, April 13, 2017 
Thursday, April 20, 2017 
Thursday, April 27, 2017

Location:
School of Dentistry
Fullerton Classroom 
(SOD 4310)

Dates:
October 1-4, 2017 

Location:
Fairmont Banff Springs Hotel
Banff, Canada

Dates:
August 20-23, 2017 

Location:
Minneapolis, MN
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On Friday, November 18, 2016, health profession students 
and cadets from the Houston Fire Department participated  
in the 2nd Annual Mass Casualty Drill, which took place at 
the Houston Fire Department’s Val Jahnke Training Facility, 
south of the William P. Hobby Airport.

The Mass Casualty Drill was initiated in 2015 by Elda G. 
Ramirez, PhD, RN, FNP-C, FAANP, professor of nursing and 
Deborah L. McCrea, MSN, RN, FNP-BC CNS, CEN, CFRN, 
EMT-P, instructor of clinical nursing, who are instructors from 
the UTHealth School of Nursing’s Department of Acute and 
Continuing Care. Dr. Ramirez and Ms. McCrea spent several 
months planning the event in conjunction with faculty from 
UTHealth and Houston Community College, Houston Fire 
Department, Houston Police Department SWAT, and Harris 
County Forensic Institute.

The purpose of the simulation event was to prepare 
attendees for the future possibility of performing medical 
care during a mass-casualty incident (MCI). Participants 
received an introduction to the roles of medical personnel 
in the Incident Command System (ICS), learned how to 
work with other first responders, and used the START triage 
method to treat injured victims.

“The importance of the mass-casualty drill in inter-
professional education is based on the development of a 
singular language that support communication during a 
mass disaster,” Ramirez said. “Often different professionals 
are called upon to respond to a disaster and precious time 
is wasted attempting to understand positioning, action, and 
hierarchy of command. Thus the development of trust!“

Students came from the UTHealth School of Nursing, 
McGovern Medical School, UTHealth School of Public Health, 
Houston Community College, Angelina College, and Wharton 
County Junior College. 

They arrived at the training facility in the early morning 
hours to register for the event and attend an orientation in 
the Officer Development Center building. UTHealth faculty 
and staff set up health care equipment and dressed 
undergraduate volunteers in moulage – fake injuries used for 
medical training.

The first MCI scenario involved a group of injured protestors 
who were hit by a car. Undergraduates gathered in front 
of a train and held up protest signs. An instructor told the 
volunteers to lie down on the ground and simulate injuries 
sustained from a vehicular impact.

Students began the process of triage, treatment, and 
transportation of “victims” immediately after the simulated 
incident. Emergency Nurse Practitioner (ENP) and Family 
Nurse Practitioner (FNP) students performed triage on the 
victims by tagging them with green, yellow, red or black triage 
tags. Houston Fire Department cadets placed “victims” 
on stretchers and took them to the Minor, Delayed, and 
Immediate treatment areas.

Teams of medical personnel communicated with each other 
to determine the best way to treat the “victims.” 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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Mass Casualty Drill Offers a Unique Interprofessional Learning Experience
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Those with serious injuries were transported in ambulances to four “hospitals” located a few meters from the treatment area. 
Finally, hospital staff comprised of ENP and FNP students administered care to the victims. 

During the afternoon, attendees participated in a simulated shooting incident. A Houston Police Department SWAT officer 
posed as the shooter and fired several blanks from a tower. SWAT officers arrived on the scene and rescued the injured 
citizens from the shooter.

The Center for Interprofessional Collaboration (CIPC) offered its assistance at the Mass Casualty Drill. CIPC staff members 
applied moulage to the simulation volunteers, took photographs, and provided lunch.

Dr. Elda Ramirez and Ms. Deborah McCrea have scheduled next year’s Mass Casualty Drill for Friday, November 17, 2017. 
Please contact Dr. Ramirez by email at Elda.G.Ramirez@uth.tmc.edu if you are interested in participating.

Photographs from the Disaster Drill Event

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4; MASS CASUALTY DRILL

View more photographs of the Mass Casualty Drill 
on the CIPC’s Flickr page!

www.flickr.com/photos/cipc/
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IPE Reading Resources
1.  Team-Based Competencies, Building a Shared Foundation for
    Education and Clinical Practice (2011)

This report outlines an action plan to solidify team-based competencies 
and advance interprofessional education. The report was released after the 
Team-Based Competencies: Building a Shared Foundation For Education 
and Clinical Practice conference that took place February 16-17, 2011 in 
Washington D.C.

Website: http://macyfoundation.org/docs/macy_pubs/Team-Based_Competencies.pdf

2.  The Josiah Macy Jr. Foundation

The Josiah Macy Jr. Foundation is dedicated to improving the health of the 
public by advancing the education and training of health professionals.  
The Foundation’s website contains 10 publications about interprofessional 
education & teamwork.

Website: www.macyfoundation.org/publications

3.  Journal of Interprofessional Care

The Journal of Interprofessional Care is a bimonthly peer-reviewed medical 
journal that covers education, practice, and research in health and social 
care. Access to the journal requires free registration to the TMC Library. 

Website: http://library.tmc.edu/

About the Collaborative Campus
The Collaborative Campus is a publication of The University of Texas Health Science 
Center at Houston (UTHealth) Center for Interprofessional Collaboration (CIPC). 
The newsletter features news about interprofessional education (IPE) activities 
at UTHealth, and announcements of local and national IPE events. Issues can be 
downloaded from the CIPC’s blog at www.uth.edu/ipc/blog/.

Phone: 713-500-3579

Email: UTCIPC@uth.tmc.edu

Fax: 713-500-0356

www.uth.edu/ipc

www.twitter.com/UTHealthCIPC

www.flickr.com/photos/cipc/
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The UTHealth Center for Interprofessional Collaboration presents...

• Meet and interact with students from  
all six health science schools

• Learn the core principles of  
interprofessional collaboration (IPC)

• Participate in activities designed to  
build teamwork and communication  
skills

• Receive training in TeamSTEPPS®

• Attend all four sessions to receive  
a Certificate of Completion

Register today for a free training workshop that will introduce you to collaborative health care!

2.  Contact the CIPC.1.  Contact your faculty representatives.
Ms. Claire Singletary, Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences

Dr. Bela Patel, McGovern Medical School

Dr. Juliana Brixey, School of Biomedical Sciences

Dr. Stacy Crandall, School of Nursing

Dr. Karen Novak, School of Dentistry

Dr. Arch (Chip) Carson, School of Public Health

INTERPROFESSIONAL 
TEAM TRAINING WORKSHOP

NEXT WORKSHOP:
4 consecutive Thursdays

April 6, 2017
April 13, 2017
April 20, 2017
April 27, 2017

UTHealth School of Dentistry 
SOD 4310

7500 Cambridge Street
Houston, Texas 77054

Online video conferencing  
available for students at a distance.

Contact the UTHealth Center for 
Interprofessional Collaboration to learn
more about the workshop.

Phone:  (713) 500-3579

Email: UTCIPC@uth.tmc.edu

Website: www.uth.edu/ipc


